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Parochial Vicars: Rev. Peter Guardiano, Rev. Edwin Rubido, Rev. Tomas Avila, Jr., Rev. Julius Capongpongan
pguardiano…, erubido…, tavila...jcapongpongan…@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Mass Schedule
urday: Visitation at 4:00 p.m.; St. Pius X at 6:00
nday: Visitation at 8:30 a.m.; St. Pius X at 10:30
Daily (weekday) Mass: Visitation at 7:00 a.m.

Pastor: The Very Rev. Paul A. Lisik, V.F.
plisik@dioceseofgreensburg org



OOUURR SSTTAAFFFF

Facilities and Business Manager: Joy Wallace
jwallace@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Administrative Assistant: Erin Knizner
eknizner@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Maintenance Supervisor: Joe Bauer
jbauer@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Director of Liturgical Music: Melissa Swift
mswift@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Regional Director of Faith Formation: Mary Allison
mallison@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Office Assistant: Theresa Turner
tdturner@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Cleaning Specialist/Janitor: Rich Kujawa
rkujawa@dioceseofgreensburg.org

MMaassss IInntteennttiioonnss

MMOONNDDAAYY,, 44//1133 VVIISSIITTAATTIIOONN 77::0000 aa..mm..
the Furlo family– Sandy

TTUUEESSDDAAYY,, 44//1144 VVIISSIITTAATTIIOONN 77::0000 aa..mm..
Theresa Shepeck– Patsy Sofranko

WWEEDDNNEESSDDAAYY,, 44//1155 VVIISSIITTAATTIIOONN 77::0000 aa..mm..
Lefevre & Galloni families– Sarah Miller

TTHHUURRSSDDAAYY,, 44//1166 VVIISSIITTAATTIIOONN 77::0000 aa..mm..
Paul Pistol Vanella– Paul & Sue Vanella
In thanksgiving– Lee & Dorothy Briercheck

FFRRIIDDAAYY,, 44//1177 VVIISSIITTAATTIIOONN 77::0000 aa..mm..
Jude Steving– Charlie Steving

SSAATTUURRDDAAYY,, 44//1188,, VVIISSIITTAATTIIOONN 44::0000 pp..mm..
Deceased members of the Posta & Gaskey families-
Gene & Sandy Gaskey

SSTT.. PPIIUUSS XX 66::0000 pp..mm..
James, Virginia & Scott Belzer– Debra Geiger

SSUUNNDDAAYY,, 44//1199,, VVIISSIITTAATTIIOONN 88::3300 aa..mm..
Phyllis Chain Frock & William Chain, Jr.– Linda Chain

Koskee & Frank Chain
SSTT.. PPIIUUSS XX 1100::3300 aa..mm..
Claudia Guldenschuh– husband, Bill

SStt.. PPiiuuss XX
SSaannccttuuaarryy–– Jude Steving– Mr. & Mrs. Bob Crowe

BBlleesssseedd MMootthheerr–– John D. Lehman– wife, Roberta

SStt.. JJoosseepphh–– Tony Kowalewski– family

OOuurr LLaaddyy ooff CCzzeessttoocchhoowwaa–– Anthony Ricotta– sister

VViissiittaattiioonn
SSaannccttuuaarryy–– Joan Lackner– Mark & Laurel Hitlan

BBlleesssseedd MMootthheerr–– all living & deceased members of the
Visitation Rosary Altar Society– V.R.A.S.

SStt.. JJoosseepphh–– Evelyn Kurimcak– daughter, Karen

MMaaddoonnnnaa && CChhiilldd–– John & Agnes Perbonish– Pat & Ivan
Perbonish

MMiinniissttrryy ooff tthhee AAllttaarr

SSAATTUURRDDAAYY,, AAPPRRIILL 1188,, 22002266
Visitation 4:00 p.m.
Lector: Ray Gamrat
E.M.: Donna Zemba, Barb Sandzimier, Suzanne C.
Altar servers: Owen & Lily S., Clara S.
Cantor: Jaime Golobish

St. Pius X 6:00 p.m.
Lector: Joni Rozell
E.M.: Barbara Dropik, Emily S., Sr. Anna Maria, Dan C.
Altar servers: volunteers
Cantor: Eric Harris

SSUUNNDDAAYY,, AAPPRRIILL 1199,, 22002266
Visitation 8:30 a.m.
Lector: Denise Moyemont
E.M.: Al Dawson, JoAnn Maholtz, Sr. Veyce
Altar servers: Grant Z., volunteers
Cantor: Kathy Demagall

St. Pius X 10:30 a.m.
Lector: Becky Czekaj-Dengler
E.M.: Connie Barnhart, Chris D., Kristen R., Ted C.
Altar servers: Trenton S., Jaxon F., volunteer
Cantor: Pat Martinoski/choir

CCaannddlleess tthhiiss WWeeeekkConfessions heard at Visitation every
Saturday, beginning at 3:15 p.m. and the first

Saturday of the month at St. Pius X,
beginning at 12:00 p.m.

St. Vincent de Paul, Mt. Pleasant: Please call
724-547-0413 for local assistance.
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NNootteess  FFrroomm  OOuurr  PPaassttoorr,,    
FFrr..  PPaauull  

AA  LLEETTTTEERR  FFRROOMM  CCAATTHHEERRIINNEE  OOFF  SSIIEENNAA  In the Name of 
Jesus Christ Cruciȼed and of Sweet Mary: Dearest brothers 
and sisters in Christ sweet Jesus, “God chose the foolish of 
the world to shame the wise, and God chose the weak of 
the world to shame the strong.” So wrote St. Paul in his First 
Letter to the Corinthians. By any account, I was the weak 
and the foolish of the world: a woman, uneducated, in a 
place and time when being an illiterate woman meant I had 
no tools and no inȽuence to exercise control over my own 
destiny. Yet I learned early that I was not helpless. My older 
sister, Bonaventura, was married to a cruel man. Many 
women would have accepted this as their lot in life, but my 
sister did not. She refused to eat until her husband changed 
his ways. I knew I was called to be the bride of Christ. So I 
too began to fast. I also cut off my hair to protest the vanity 
to which we women are pressured to cater. I began serving 
the sick and the poor of northern and central Italy. As we 
became known for our works of charity, people came to 
respect us. I used my growing inȽuence to write to leaders 
of warring Italian city-states, and even to Pope Gregory XI. I 
admonished him to weed out corruption among his 
administrators. I urged him to reform the clergy. Does the 
presence of evil and corruption in the world outrage you? 
Do you fear to speak out against injustice because you are 
without worldly power and inȽuence, or out of fear of 
becoming an outcast? I was not “supposed” to speak to 
authority, either. Yet the Lord of heaven used me: ȼrst by 
serving others, and then, thus proven, by speaking out. Be 
strong and do not fear to live in hope of the kingdom of 
God. Praised be Jesus Christ cruciȼed. 
                                  ~Caterina di Giacomo de Benincasa 
 
   *Born in 1347 in the midst of the plague, Catherine of Siena 
began having mystic visions of Christ when she was a young 
child. Her life embodies the phrase “speak truth to power.” Her 
feast day is April 29. 

TTEELLLL  UUSS  PPLLEEAASSEE!!  Help us keep our census up to date and 
our postage down. A crucial part of the continued success 
of our communication system at our parishes is the constant 
updating of information about you, our Parish families. All 
mailings sent out will be kept accurate if changes of any 
kind are reported to the office. If no one tells our staff, then 
our records cannot give a true picture of our parishes. 
Please help keep our parish census correct by calling the 
office at 724-547-1911 to let us know about changes. 

TTOODDAAYY  IISS  DDIIVVIINNEE  MMEERRCCYY  SSUUNNDDAAYY..  Mankind’s need for the 
message of Divine Mercy took on dire urgency in the 20th 
century, when civilization began to experience an “eclipse of 
the sense of God” and therefore, to lose the 
understanding of the sanctity and inherent dignity of human 
life. In the 1930s, Jesus chose a humble Polish nun, St. Maria 
Faustina Kowalska, to receive private revelations concerning 
Divine Mercy that were recorded in her diary. St. John Paul II 
explains: 
 

This was precisely the time when those ideologies of evil, 
Nazism, communism, were taking shape. Sister Faustina 

became the herald of the one message capable of 
off-setting the evil of those ideologies, that fact that God is 
mercy—the truth of the merciful Christ. And for this reason, 

when I was called to the See of Peter, I felt impelled to pass 
on those experiences of a fellow Pole that deserve a place in 

the treasury of the universal Church.  
 

            ~Pope Saint John Paul II, Memory & Identity (2005) 
 
St. Faustina’s Diary records 14 occasions when Jesus 
requested that a Feast of Mercy (Divine Mercy Sunday) be 
observed, for example: On May 5, 2000, ȼve days after the 
canonization of St. Faustina, the Vatican decreed that the 
Second Sunday of Easter would henceforth be known as 
Divine Mercy Sunday. Jesus appeared to St. Faustina in a 
vision, with his right hand raised in a blessing and his left 
touching his garment above his heart. Red and white rays 
emanate from his heart, symbolizing the blood and water 
that was poured for our salvation and our sanctiȼcation. The 
Lord requested that “Jesus, I trust in You” be inscribed 
under his image. Jesus asked that his image be painted and 
venerated throughout the world: “I promise that the soul 
that will venerate this image will not perish” (Diary, no. 48) 
and “By means of this image I will grant many graces to 
souls” (Diary, no. 742). 
___________________________________________________ 
II  WWOOUULLDD  LLIIKKEE  to take this opportunity on behalf of Fr. Peter, 
Fr. Edwin, Fr. Julius, Fr. Tom and myself to extend to all of 
you a very grateful and sincere word of thanks for all that 
you did to make the Lenten season, Holy Week, and Easter 
such a spiritual and prayerfully rewarding time. The Liturgies 
of Holy Week, the Easter Sunday Masses, the wonderful 
participation in the Stations of the Cross, the attendance for 
confession and the Lenten presentations, Holy Thursday 
evening and the participation at the Blessing of the Baskets 
made this past liturgical season a holy experience for all of 
us here at our parishes. We wish to thank all the ushers, 
cantors, choirs, organists, instrumentalists, lectors, 
Eucharistic ministers and altar servers for their dedicated 
help. Thanks to Melissa Swift for directing the choir and 
putting together the Holy Week liturgies. To the volunteers 
who helped decorate the churches for Palm Sunday, Holy 
Week & Easter, we say thank you. Your gift of time was a 
pleasing and prayerful gift to God. I also thank you for the 
generosity you showed to us, your priests, and the parishes. 
The cards, gifts of food and other surprises showed us how 
truly blessed we are to be your priests and we remember 
each of you at our Masses. I thank you for your gifts to our 
parish in the collections of Holy Week. May God bless you 
always and in all ways, and may our parishes continue to 
grow in the way of the Lord. 
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In & Around Our Neighborhood... 

The Visitation Christian Mothers have planned their 
“April Welcome-Back” meeting for the year. It will be 
held on Thursday, April 16, at 6 p.m. in the community 
center. The Chairperson for the gathering is Eleanor 
McGrogan and the co-chair is Vicki Hricik. The 
meeting includes Brian Hunter quizzing our “Altar 
Trivia” knowledge. Changes to the organization, made 
by the planning committee, over the winter months, 
will be announced. Looking forward to our return. As 
always, all ladies of the parish are welcome to attend, 
including single ladies. 

IIMMMMAACCUULLAATTEE  CCOONNCCEEPPTTIIOONN,,  
CCOONNNNEELLLLSSVVIILLLLEE::  The IC Holy Name 
Society is having a pancake and sausage 
breakfast on Sunday, April 12th in the 
church social hall on East Crawford 

Avenue. Hours are from 7:30-11:30 a.m. Cost is $8 for 
adults, $3 for children 10 and under.  

VVIISSIITTAATTIIOONN’’SS  AANNNNUUAALL  FFEESSTTIIVVAALL  Sunday, June 14, 
2026 from 11 a.m.-9 p.m. Mark your calendars and 
please save the date to help our event. A pre-festival 
meeting will be on WEDNES-
DAY, April 15th at 6 p.m. in 
Visitation’s hall. Plan to attend 
and share ideas! All are 
welcome and encouraged to 
help out with preparing, 
working the day of, or 
cleaning up after all it’s all 
done! Start making your 
baskets and collecting 
auction items. Many will be needed! 

PPAARRIISSHH  CCEEMMEETTEERRIIEESS  Just a reminder about our 
parish cemeteries: Although you are free to purchase 
family graves at any cemetery, we of course ask you to 
consider our own parish cemeteries. Please note that 
our parish cemeteries’ policy allows only the use of 
concrete vaults which may be an option in other 
cemeteries. Our parish and cemeteries do not receive 
any proceeds from the sale of any funeral or burial 
merchandise; our interest is that the remains of our 
deceased loved ones are reverently respected. I 
would strongly suggest that if you have any questions 
concerning burial practices to please contact one of 
our local funeral directors. They are professionals who 
will be able to assist you. Of course, you’re free to 
contact the office at any time. I wish to take this time to 
thank, once again, all of our local funeral directors for 
their dignity and prayerfulness during our parish 
funerals and their continued support of our parishes. If 
you are interested in purchasing lots at our 
cemeteries, please contact the office at 724-547-1911.  
 
As spring weather approaches, we begin thinking of 
plants and Ƚowers for the graves of our deceased 
loved ones at our parish cemeteries. PLEASE 
REMEMBER: NNoo  sshhrruubbss  oorr  ssmmaallll  ttrreeeess  are permitted to 
be planted in our parish cemeteries. What may seem 
small and cute eventually turns into overgrown and 
unruly when a family no longer cares for the shrub or 
tree. Flowers are much more colorful! 
 
We’ll begin cutting the grass at our cemeteries in the 
near future. Please be patient. Sometimes the spring 
rains and showers interrupt the mowers’ schedule. The 
well-maintained appearance is important to us. Please 
be generous in the cemetery care envelopes for this 
purpose. 

VVIISSIITTAATTIIOONN  PPAARRIISSHH  AACCKKNNOOWWLLEEDDGGEESS  an Easter gift 
of $500 from the First Catholic Slovak Ladies 
Association, Senior Branch 44 (FCSLA Life). The parish 
also acknowledges an Easter gift of $100 from the 
Junior Branch FCSLA 112. We thank these associations 
for their generosity to Visitation Parish and their 
continued support of Slovak Catholic heritage & 
tradition. May God bless them and their families! 

AAMMEERRIICCAA  225500  “Work as if you were to 
live 100 years, pray as if you were to die 
tomorrow.” 
~Benjamin Franklin 
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Judith Bando, Jerry Miele, Josephine Caschera, Irene Francken,
Sondra M., Fr. Rick Kosisko, Zippy, Mike Curci, Art & Joann
Kiliany, Liam R., Luca I., Tom O’Brocto, Sr., Stephen H., Blue, Lisa
C., Terri Griffith, Ronald Burke, Annette Phillips, Flo M., Stanley
P., Steven Kitko, Sharon & Russ Gonda, Patty & Dan Gonos,
Connie Zemba, Ray B., Joann L., Ken Keslar, Dwayne Thomas,
David Gillott, Patricia Burke, Carol K., Frank Chain, Elizabeth E.,
Don Seder, William Pakulski, Kathi Kappel, Danny & Elaine
Kurpiel, Gary French & family, Mike & Sue Ruszkowski, Barry
Stanziana, Kitty Jensen, Donna Zemba, Ryan Snyder & family,
Jeff Kiral, Isaac Donaldson, Ken E., Jennie Ann Hurt, Julia, Beth,
Margaret Fox, Corinne M., Laurie Deery, Susie Wiltrout, C.R.,
Nancy P., Brian McLaughlin, Ron D., Eileen S., Bill Vance, Laurie,
Fr. Greg Premoshis, Janey, Linda G., Mary Keto, Susan, Pam,
Karen, Amanda Dennis, Jadon Michael Kalp, Denise Mastro, Rita,
Kim, Mike Kristoff family, Natalie & family, James, Natalie W. &
her father, Richard P. & family, Ray, Donald B., George
Ozegovich, Mark Sosko, Amber Harbak, MaryAnn, Isabel B., Elsie
& Ed, Nicholas, Louise A., L.G., Logan S., Rita, Ruth, CJ, Kim,
Charles C., Richard & Sally B., Elizabeth Kendi, Remington
Bazzar, Alvin Jaworski, Beth, Mark S., Mercedes Isola, Georgia,
Debbie Poklembo, Leo R. Rudnik, Sr., Gary Dorman, Carmen
Tarasky, Louise A., Pat, Patricia Skero, Michael Tarasky, Sr.,
Logan, Angela Hurt, LeeEtta, Chuck, Christie, Malachi, Frank &
Deb Plazza, Rob & family, Mary, Artie, Loretta & Alan Ambrosa,
Betty Mencer, Bridget Nitkiewicz, Dorothy Nitkiewicz, Ginny
Grenda, Ray G., R.J., Aggie Farcosky, Judy F., Mike M., Mary Lou
L., Agnes Rerko, Chrissy Lejeune, Bertie Zaucha, Christina T.,
Rosemary Carolen, Margie D., Linda Goodlin, Billy C., Judy K.,
Mike H., Linda Koskee, Amy Schaefer, Karen Work, Sandy Furlo,
Zip Zozula, Robbie Loebach & family, Liz S., Nate G., Jayme K.,
Kris, Ginny H., the Hauser family, Maxine & Joe, Steven Kitko,
Bill, Irene Zubach, Margaret, Michael Hrycko, MaryAnn Bruner,
Caroline Palanko

PPlleeaassee pprraayy ffoorr tthhoossee wwhhoo hhaavvee rreecceennttllyy
ddiieedd,, eessppeecciiaallllyy DDaavviidd HHuunnccssiikk,,

RRoommaayynnee HHuunntteerr && GGeerrttrruuddee KKlloocceekk..
EEtteerrnnaall rreesstt ggrraanntt uunnttoo tthheemm,, OO LLoorrdd,,

aanndd lleett ppeerrppeettuuaall lliigghhtt sshhiinnee uuppoonn tthheemm..
MMaayy tthheeyy rreesstt iinn ppeeaaccee.. AAmmeenn..

Join us every Wednesday to pray the rosary for
peace: 11:30 a.m. at Visitation.

Please pray for those actively
serving in our armed forces:
Captain Jonathan Lang, USMC
Jacob & Alex ShaȽey
Drew Sheldon
James Dzurica
Jared Yester
Benjamin T. Melego, AF
Logan Paul Melego, US Navy
Miles Kuchar, USMC

May God guide & protect them always.

OOUURR PPRRAAYYEERR LLIISSTT::

FFrroomm EEaasstteerr SSuunnddaayy uunnttiill PPeenntteeccoosstt Eastertime is the 50-
day celebration that Ƚows from the Triduum. It is the

church’s most ancient and most beautiful season. These
are springtime days of blossoming orchards, of open

windows, of the great gladness of the awakening earth.
Fifty days are a “week of weeks,” seven times seven, with a
day added so Eastertime has eight Sundays—a mystical
sign of eternity. Each week we have a Lord’s Day. And

each year we have Eastertime—50 days to sing alleluia, 50
days to live as if God’s rule of justice and peace were fully
with us. In times past another word for Eastertime was

“Pentecost.” Now we use that word to mean the last day of
Eastertime, but “Pentecost” can mean “ȼfty days” or

“ȼftieth day.” The ascension of the Lord and the sending of
the Holy Spirit are celebrated on two solemnities of the

season, but they also are celebrated throughout
Eastertime. We can’t really separate these wonders. The
Lord’s incarnation, epiphany, passion, death, burial,

resurrection, ascension and the gift of the Spirit are one
mystery, called the “paschal mystery,” mystery of the

Passover of the Lord.

Every Eastertime there are lilacs and irises, the ȼrst
strawberries and asparagus and rhubarb. According to the
gospels, the risen Christ is found by a lake shore or on a

mountaintop as well as behind closed doors. According to
the Acts of the Apostles, the ȼrst thing the Holy Spirit does
is send the disciples out into the streets. Each Eastertime

there’s May Day and Mother’s Day. There are
conȼrmations, ȼrst communions, graduations and

weddings. There’s spring fever and spring cleaning.
Amusement parks open. Beaches open. Finally there are
hours of daylight after supper time. We can expect to

meet the risen Christ in bird songs each dawn and dusk, in
renewing our friendships with neighbors, in the aroma of a

crabapple tree, in the teamwork necessary for our
Eastertime activities. Like the Lord’s Day each week,

Eastertime is for recreation that “re-creates” us. During
Eastertime the church reads through the Acts of the

Apostles, which is the sequel to Luke’s gospel. This book
is a kind of family history of ȼrst Christians. John’s gospel is

also read during Eastertime. In this gospel Jesus calls
himself the Good Shepherd, the Gateway, the Vine, the

Way, the Truth and the Life.

Throughout these 50 days, the paschal candle burns
brightly in church. The candle is a symbol of the risen

body of Christ and the ȼre of the Spirit. During the rest of
the year, the candle is kept near the baptismal font. It is lit

during baptisms. The newly baptized light their own
candles from the paschal candle. During funerals the
candle is put near the coffin. That way, throughout the

year, the light of Easter shines on the dead.
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VVIISSIITTAATTIIOONNSSTT.. PPIIUUSS XX

WEEKLY OFFERTORY– March 29, 2026
VViissiittaattiioonn PPaarriisshh
Weekly…………………………………………….$4,932
Growing………………………………………………$30
Holy Thursday………………………………………..$70
Good Friday/Holy Land…………………………….$50
Lenten offering……………………………………..$225
Easter Ƚowers………………………………………$118
Easter………………………………………………..$645
Online giving…………………………………...$392.40
Total envelopes: 96

SStt.. PPiiuuss XX PPaarriisshh
Weekly…………………………………………….$7,756
Capital Improvements……………………………...$12
Lenten offering……………………………………..$520
Easter Ƚowers………………………………………$255
Easter………………………………………………..$185
Ash Wednesday……………………………………..$10
Holy Thursday………………………………………..$81
Good Friday/Holy Land…………………………...$131
Online giving……………………………………….$548
Total envelopes: 275

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!

SSCCAANN TTHHEE QQRR CCOODDEESS BBEELLOOWW TTOOMMAAKKEE AA
CCOONNTTRRIIBBUUTTIIOONN TTOO YYOOUURR PPAARRIISSHH!!

DLA 2026
II tthhaannkk aallll wwhhoo hhaavvee ppaarrttiicciippaatteedd iinn tthhee LLeenntteenn

AAppppeeaall ttoo tthhiiss ppooiinntt aanndd aasskk tthhoossee wwhhoo hhaavveenn’’tt,, ttoo
pplleeaassee ccoonnssiiddeerr ddooiinngg ssoo nnooww.. TToo ddaattee,, oonnllyy 99%% ooff

VViissiittaattiioonn aanndd 99%% ooff SStt.. PPiiuuss XX hhaavvee hheellppeedd,, ssoo
pplleeaassee pprraayy aabboouutt tthhee ggiifftt yyoouu ccaann ggiivvee ttoo hheellpp oouurr

ppaarriisshheess.. DDLLAA pplleeddggee ccaarrddss aarree aavvaaiillaabbllee aatt tthhee
ooffifficcee.. YYoouu mmaayy rreettuurrnn tthhee ccoommpplleetteedd ccaarrddss aanndd
ggiiffttss ttoo tthhee ooffifficcee oorr iinn tthhee ccoolllleeccttiioonn bbaasskkeett.. TThhee

ddiioocceessaann mmaaiilliinngg ffoorr tthhee DDLLAA sshhoouulldd ccoonnttaaiinn
ffuurrtthheerr eexxppllaannaattiioonn ooff yyoouurr ppaarriisshh nneeeeddss aanndd

pprroojjeeccttss.. TThhiiss mmaaiilliinngg wweenntt ttoo tthhee eennttiirree ppaarriisshh..
PPlleeaassee bbee aass ggeenneerroouuss aass yyoouu ccaann.. GGoodd bblleessss..

~Fr. Paul

VVIISSIITTAATTIIOONN GGOOAALL:: $$7799,,881122 (($$3399,,881122 ddiioocceessaann ++
$$4400,,000000 ppaarriisshh)),, $$1100,,223366..0099 pplleeddggeedd ttoo ddaattee..

SSTT.. PPIIUUSS XX GGOOAALL:: $$6644,, 660055 (($$5522,,660055 ddiioocceessaann ++
$$1122,,000000 ppaarriisshh)),, $$1199,,661100..5500 pplleeddggeedd ttoo ddaattee..
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The First Words of the Risen Christ

The traditional devotion of the last words of Christ on the
cross helps us to know his unique, self-surrendering sacriȼce
to his Father in the Passion. The ȼrst words spoken by Christ
after his resurrection also give us, his Church, an insight into
the glory that is his—and ours in baptism. Throughout the
seven weeks of Easter, focus on the meditation and prayer

provided with these words from the Risen Savior.

• MMaarrkk 1166::1155-- “Go into all the world and preach the good
news to all creation.” The death and resurrection of Christ
is not good news that we selȼshly keep to ourselves, but
is meant to be told to all the world. Prayer: Lord Jesus
Christ, risen from the dead, make me a joyful messenger
for you, send me into the world today and every day.
Amen.

• MMaatttthheeww 2288::1100-- “Do not be afraid.” The ȼrst followers of
Christ did not immediately understand his gloriȼed, risen
presence among them, and so they were frightened. Like
them, we are sometimes fearful, but Christ comforts us.
Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, grant me
faith when I am fearful, so I may trust in the power of your
resurrection. Amen.

• MMaatttthheeww 2288::2200-- “I am with you always.” As Christ pre-
pared to ascend to reign from heaven, he assured us, his
Church, that through the Holy Spirit, he would remain
with us always. Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, risen from the
dead, help me to know you are with me always, and with
the Church, in the Spirit, forever. Amen.

• JJoohhnn 2200::2222-- “Receive the Holy Spirit.” As God breathed
into a lump of clay to create human beings, so Christ
breathed into the fearful disciples with the Holy Spirit, the
breath of heaven. Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, risen from
the dead, ȼll me, ȼll your whole Church, with your every
breath, the Holy Spirit, so we may be your witnesses.
Amen.

• LLuukkee 2244::2266-- “Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer?”
It was tempting for the disciples to dismiss the suffering
of their friend once they knew he had been raised; but
his suffering is essential to the whole mystery of his eter-
nal life. Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, risen from the dead,
when there is pain in my life or in the world, let me turn
to you, and behold the cross. Amen.

• LLuukkee 2244::3366-- “Peace be to you.” The most common greet-
ing of the risen Christ to his followers was the wish for
them to be at peace. Peace is also ours when we have
faith in the Resurrection. Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, risen
from the dead, make me a sign of your peace, so others
will ȼnd your presence in me. Amen.

• JJoohhnn 2200::1155-- “Why are you weeping?” It is natural to weep
when we are grieving; Jesus himself wept at the tomb of
Lazarus. But he is also the Way, Truth and Life who leads
us beyond our sorrow. Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, risen
from the dead, you know the trials of our lives, and we
know you bring us, in due time, to your joy. Amen.
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