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Office: 740 W. Walnut St. Mt. Pleasant, PA 15666
Phone: 724-547-1911 Fax: 724-547-2630
Visit us at: www.mpcatholicchurches.org

Office Hours: Mon.-Thu.: 9:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

224 Summit Street ◊ Mt. Pleasant, Pennsylvania ◊ 740 West Walnut Street

December 7, 2025 - Second Sunday of Advent

Mass Schedule
Saturday: Visitation at 4:00 p.m.; St. Pius X at 6:00 p.m.
Sunday: Visitation at 8:30 a.m.; St. Pius X at 10:30 a.m.

Daily (weekday) Mass: Visitation at 7:00 a.m.
Pastor: The Very Rev. Paul A. Lisik, V.F.

plisik@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Parochial Vicars: Rev. Peter Guardiano, Rev. Edwin Rubido, Rev. Tomas Avila, Jr., Rev. Julius Capongpongan
pguardiano…, erubido…, tavila...jcapongpongan…@dioceseofgreensburg.org



OUR STAFF

Facilities and Business Manager: Joy Wallace
jwallace@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Administrative Assistant: Erin Knizner
eknizner@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Maintenance Supervisor: Joe Bauer
jbauer@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Director of Liturgical Music: Melissa Swift
mswift@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Regional Director of Faith Formation: Mary Allison
mallison@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Office Assistant: Theresa Turner
tdturner@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Cleaning Specialist/Janitor: Rich Kujawa
rkujawa@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Mass Intentions

MONDAY, 12/8 THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
VISITATION 7:00 a.m.

Bob & Cindy Cronin– Paul & Peggy Tepper
VISITATION 12:00 p.m.

Bernie Burns– Lee & Dorothy Briercheck
ST. PIUS X 6:00 p.m.

Lou Zaucha– Paul & Peggy Tepper

TUESDAY, 12/9 VISITATION 7:00 a.m.
Stephen M. Zubach– wife & family

WEDNESDAY, 12/10 VISITATION 7:00 a.m.
Joseph Kocis– Mark & Lois

THURSDAY, 12/11 VISITATION 7:00 a.m.
Deceased of the Maroon family– daughter, Barbara

FRIDAY, 12/12 VISITATION 7:00 a.m.
James Tylka– Mom
Richard Sofranko– family

SATURDAY, 12/13 VISITATION 4:00 p.m.
Kathy Czech– Sue Vanella

ST. PIUS X 6:00 p.m.
Antonina Zodda– daughter & family

SUNDAY, 12/14 VISITATION 8:30 a.m.
Dolores Sann– Sue Thomas & Diane Otolski

ST. PIUS X 10:30 a.m.
Dale Callaghan– wife, Mary Sue

St. Pius X

Sanctuary– Evelyn Pfeifer– Dee Henry

Our Lady of Czestochowa– Steve Melega– daughters

Visitation

Sanctuary– Richard Sofranko– Sue Thomas & Diane
Otolski

Blessed Mother– Dorothy Taylor– Gertrude Klocek

Madonna & Child– Landon Perks– Mom, Dad, Mason &
Emily

Ministry of the Altar

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2025
Visitation 4:00 p.m.
Lector: Robert Manjerovic
E.M.: Barb Sandzimier, Ray Gamrat, Suzanne Caletri
Altar servers: Owen & Lily S., Clara S.
Cantor: Joanne Geckle

St. Pius X 6:00 p.m.
Lector: Colleen Pernelli
E.M.: Claudia Ersick, Paul Klaus, Hank Rose, Patty Gaal
Altar servers: Emma E., volunteers
Cantor: Kathy Demagall

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2025
Visitation 8:30 a.m.
Lector: Stanley Kapella
E.M.: Sr. Veyce, Donna Zemba, Al Dawson
Altar servers: Grant Z., Ty W., Bobby S.
Cantor: Peggy Tepper/choir

St. Pius X 10:30 a.m.
Lector: John DiPasquale
E.M.: Connie Barnhart, Chris D., Kristen R., Ted C.
Altar servers: Michael H., Jaxon F., Lucas P.
Cantor: Pat Martinoski

Candles this Week

Confessions heard at Visitation every
Saturday, beginning at 3:15 p.m. and the first

Saturday of the month at St. Pius X,
beginning at 12:00 p.m.

St. Vincent de Paul, Mt. Pleasant: Please call
724-547-0413 for local assistance.
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Notes from our Pastor,  
Fr. Paul: 

THE FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF
OUR LADY: This Monday, December 8, we celebrate the 
Feast of the Immaculate Conception of Our Lady. This 
solemnity of the conception of Mary falls nine months 
before the celebration of Her birth on September 8. 
Mary’s Conception Day became a feast in the seventh 
century. The Church teaches that Mary was free from sin 
from the moment She was conceived. This special grace 
prepared Her to be the Mother of God. Mary did not 
earn this freedom in any way. It was simply a gift 
bestowed by God. The medieval scholar Duns Scotus 
explained that “no one owed more to Christ than Mary, 
the Immaculate One.” All Catholics are obliged to attend 
Mass on this Monday. Masses for the day are as follows:

7:00 a.m. at Visitation 
12:00 p.m. at Visitation 
6:00 p.m. at St. Pius X. 

________________________________________________ 

SOLEMNITY OF THE
IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION OF
THE BLESSED VIRGIN
MARY Patronal Feast 
Day of the United 
States of America 
(December 8, 2025)  
On December 8th, the 
Church celebrates the 
Solemnity of the 
Immaculate 
Conception of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary. (This feast is a holy day of 
obligation for dioceses in the United States.) On this 
feast, we celebrate Mary’s conception free from the stain 
of Original Sin, and we recognize that Mary’s life began 
the moment she was conceived in the womb of St. Anne. 
So, too, does every human life begin at the moment of 
fertilization: “You formed my inmost being; you knit me 
in my mother’s womb” (Ps 139:13). On this solemnity, 
consider praying Pope Francis’ Prayer for the 
Immaculate Conception: “We are in need of your 
immaculate gaze, to rediscover the ability to look upon 
persons and things with respect and awareness.” 

________________________________________________ 

LIVING GOD’S WORD Unlike those who were baptized 
by John, we were baptized “with the Holy Spirit” (Mark 
1:8). If that is so, then “what sort of persons ought” we to 
be? Like Isaiah, John and Peter, we ought to be both 
heralding and “hastening the coming of the day of 
God” (2 Peter 3:12). 

POPE FRANCIS’S PRAYER FOR THE IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION

O Mary, our Immaculate Mother, on your feast day I come 
to you, and I come not alone: I bring with me all those 

with whom your Son entrusted to me, in this city of Rome 
and in the entire world, that you may bless them and 

preserve them from harm. 

I bring to you, Mother, children, especially those who are 
alone, abandoned, and for this reason are tricked and 
exploited. I bring to you, Mother, families, who carry 

forward life and society with their daily and hidden efforts; 
in a special way the families who struggle the most for 

their many internal and external problems. I bring to you, 
Mother, all workers, both men and women, and I entrust 
to you especially those who, out of need, are forced to 

work in an unworthy profession and those who have lost 
work or are unable to find it. 

We are in need of your immaculate gaze, to rediscover 
the ability to look upon persons and things with respect 

and awareness, without egotistical or hypocritical 
interests. We are in need of your immaculate heart, to 

love freely, without secondary aims but seeking the good 
of the other, with simplicity and sincerity, renouncing 
masks and tricks. We are in need of your immaculate 
hands, to caress with tenderness, to touch the flesh of 

Jesus in our poor, sick, or despised brethren, to raise up 
those who have fallen and support those who waver. We 
are in need of your immaculate feet, to go towards those 
who know not how to make the first step, to walk on the 
paths of those who are lost, to find those who feel alone. 
We thank you, O Mother, because in showing yourself to 
us you free us of all stain of sin; you remind us that what 
comes first is the grace of God, the love of Jesus Christ 
who gave his life for us, the strength of the Holy Spirit 

which renews all things. Let us not give in to 
discouragement, but, trusting in your constant help, let us 
engage ourselves fully in renewal of self, of this city and of 

the entire world. Pray for us, Holy Mother of God!  
________________________________________________ 

PLEASE TAKE TIME amidst everything to plan on 
attending a Christmas Mass here at Visitation or St. Pius 
X. We believe with the various times you will be able to 
plan on attending one of our parishes’ Christmas 
Liturgies as we celebrate this Holy Day together. I share 
the Christmas Mass schedule with you this week so that 
you may prepare your personal schedule.  

CHRISTMAS EVE 
4:00 p.m. St. Pius X 
6:00 p.m. Visitation 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
Midnight St. Pius X 

10:30 a.m. Visitation 

The parish office will be closed December 24, 25, 26 
and 29. 
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In & Around Our Neighborhood...

WALKING WITH MOMS IN NEED The group will hold
a “Baby Jesus Clothing Drive” the weekends of
December 6/7 and 13/14 in both Visitation and St.
Pius X. To participate, bring your unwrapped baby
items, sizes Newborn to 2T, and place in the
decorated collection box in the back of church. Gifts
will be distributed to families through Alternatives.Yes
Pregnancy Support
Ministries. Thank you
for your support of
mothers and babies.

WIN $10,000! Conn-Area Catholic School is selling a
calendar ticket for January 2026, with 31 chances to
win. Total cash prizes awarded are $10,000. Each ticket
has one 3-digit number, drawn on the PA Daily lottery,
evening number. The ticket cost is $20 each. Contact
Conn-Area Catholic School to purchase your ticket at
724-628-5090 or stop by the school, 613 East Crawford
Avenue, Connellsville, PA 15425. Be a BIG winner!!

VISITATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN
MARY Church, Monday, December 8
(Feast of the Immaculate Conception),
11:15 a.m. The rosary will be recited, in
honor of our Mother, Mary. Mass will
follow at noon. All are welcome!

CHRISTMAS DEVOTIONAL CANDLES are once again
available at both churches, first come, first served, as
long as space permits! Cost is still $10 per candle.
Please call Erin at the office to reserve yours, 724-547-
1911.

TICKETS for Visitation’s Cash/Purse Bash on March 1,
2026, will be available at $35 each!

SCOTTDALE CHORAL SOCIETY CHRISTMAS
CONCERTS: Music Based on Well-Known Christmas
Melodies, including sacred music!

• Sunday, December 7 at Grace Fellowship Church
in Everson, PA

• Monday, December 8 at Cochran Methodist
Church in Dawson, PA.

All concerts begin at 7 p.m. Admission is free, but a
free will love offering will be collected to support the
Choral Society’s programs.

OUR ADULT CHOIR will be
singing Christmas music thirty
minutes prior to the start of the
midnight Mass. Please make
plans to arrive early to spend
time with God and
to listen to the
beautiful music!

PERHAPS ONE OF your friends has become pregnant
unexpectedly. You are encouraged to support your
friend in her new journey of being a mother. Learn how
at respectlife.org/support-her. USCCB Secretariat of
Pro-Life Activities

OPLATKI (Christmas wafers) are available in the back
of church or at the parish office. There is no charge,
but donations will be given to the St. Vincent de Paul
Society. Thank you!
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Zippy, Mike Curci, Art & Joann Kiliany, Liam R., Luca I., Tom
O’Brocto, Sr., Stephen H., Blue, Lisa C., Terri Griffith, Ronald
Burke, Annette Phillips, Flo M., Lisa, Lucius, Stanley P., Steven
Kitko, Peggy, Sharon & Russ Gonda, Mike, Patty & Dan Gonos,
Pat, Bill, Connie Zemba, Ray B., Andrew, Joann L., Knox, Phillip,
Ken Keslar, Jen, Dwayne Thomas, Mary Rose, David Gillott,
Patricia Burke, Carol K., Frank Chain, David, Gene, Elizabeth E.,
Don Seder, Colleen, Jeff, William Pakulski, Kathi Kappel, Danny &
Elaine Kurpiel, Brenda, Patty, Gary French & family, Mike & Sue
Ruszkowski, Liz, Brenda, Paul, Barry Stanziana, Kitty Jensen,
Donna Zemba, Ryan Snyder & family, Margie, Jeff Kiral, Isaac
Donaldson, Ken E., Jennie Ann Hurt, Julia, Beth, Margaret Fox,
Corinne M., Laurie Deery, Susie Wiltrout, C.R., Nancy P., Brian
McLaughlin, Ron D., Eileen S., Bill Vance, Laurie, Fr. Greg
Premoshis, Janey, Linda G., Mary Keto, Susan, Pam, Karen,
Amanda Dennis, Jadon Michael Kalp, Denise Mastro, Rita, Kim,
Mike Kristoff family, Natalie & family, James, Natalie W. & her
father, Richard P. & family, Ray, Donald B., George Ozegovich,
Mark Sosko, Amber Harbak, MaryAnn, Isabel B., Elsie & Ed,
Nicholas, Louise A., L.G., Logan S., Rita, Ruth, CJ, Kim, Charles
C., Richard & Sally B., Elizabeth Kendi, Remington Bazzar, Alvin
Jaworski, Beth, Mark S., Mercedes Isola, Georgia, Debbie
Poklembo, Leo R. Rudnik, Sr., Gary Dorman, Carmen Tarasky,
Louise A., Pat, Patricia Skero, Michael Tarasky, Sr., Logan,
Angela Hurt, LeeEtta, Chuck, Christie, Malachi, Frank & Deb
Plazza, Rob & family, Mary, Artie, Loretta & Alan Ambrosa, Betty
Mencer, Bridget Nitkiewicz, Dorothy Nitkiewicz, Ginny Grenda,
Ray G., R.J., Aggie Farcosky, Judy F., Mike M., Mary Lou L., Agnes
Rerko, Chrissy Lejeune, Bertie Zaucha, Anita F., Christina T.,
Rosemary Carolen, Margie D., Linda Goodlin, Billy C., Judy K.,
Mike H., Linda Koskee, Amy Schaefer, Karen Work, Sandy Furlo,
Zip Zozula, Robbie Loebach & family, Liz S., Nate G., Jayme K.,
Kris, Ginny H., the Hauser family, Maxine & Joe, Steven Kitko,
Bill, John Lehman, Irene Zubach

Please pray for our recently
deceased, especially Dustin Smetak,
Christine Hull and Dennis Ochaba.
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord,
and let perpetual light shine upon

them. May they rest in peace. Amen.

Join us every Wednesday to pray the rosary for
peace: 11:30 a.m. at Visitation.

Please pray for those actively
serving in our armed forces:
Captain Jonathan Lang, USMC
Jacob & Alex Shafley
Drew Sheldon
James Dzurica
Jared Yester
Benjamin T. Melego, AF
Logan Paul Melego, US Navy

May God guide & protect them always.

OUR PRAYER LIST:

SAVOR THE MOMENTS
“Your ‘Whole’ Life”

How do you combine a season of joyful “expectation” with
one of “penitence”? Advent includes both. The word

Advent means “coming” or arrival”. It marks the beginning
of a new year with potential for a brighter, more hopeful
future. To find this joy, however, we need to realize the
true nature of the world—the life—into which Jesus comes.
Perhaps, Isaiah expressed the combination best, with the
words, “People who walked in darkness have seen a great
light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on

them a light shined.” “Penitence” sounds rather
forbidding, a time of sorrowful reflection. Yet, it can be the
darkness that makes dawn more inspiring. Perhaps, the

best part of penitence is its realism. If we are willing to face
who and what we are, “warts and all”, then we no longer
need to hide in pretense or outward show. We can see
and admit both our weaknesses and strengths. All of us
have fallen short at times, both in what we do and who we
are. Within our being, there is a measure of brokenness.
No one is perfect, but we can be made whole again. God
heals us, not with the kind of healing that leaves a scar, but
with full renewal. Becoming aware of this can make us
savor the experience of this season. We tell the doctor
what is wrong and are given a cure. The broken parts of
life come together to make a whole. We are set free from

a burden and can walk with a lighter step.

This is a good time to savor the clarity that the season
provides. It can be kind of an “aha!” experience. Our life
comes into focus. It is like the moment when the Prodigal
Son realized that he would be better off at home than
where he was, even if he returned only as a servant. He

was humbled, but later was celebrated and restored. Life,
our life and the life of others near us, can once again have
beauty and a wholeness, despite the brokenness around
us. We can be healed and made whole. What a gift to

receive and to give to others!

The Christmas collection in our parishes has always been a
tradition of your generosity to our parishes! Your

continued and increased generosity will help us to meet
some large bills and assessments that are due at this time
of the year. We once again ask you to be as generous as
you can, and may the Christ Child continue to bless and
reward you. The Christmas Feast commemorates the gift
given to each of us by God without question of our merit
or eligibility. Your support is needed this year during the
Children and Family Services Appeal. Please help change
the future of a child with your gift in the second collection
at Christmas. Thank you! Please be as generous as you

can. I trust you are noticing in the bulletin that we have not
been coming close to the amount needed in the Sunday

collections to meet our expenses.
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VISITATIONST. PIUS X

WEEKLY OFFERTORY– November 23, 2025
Visitation Parish
Weekly…………………………………………….$4,859
Capital Improvements……………………………...$15
Growing………………………………………………$30
All Souls Day…………………………………………$20
Immaculate Conception……………………………..$5
Poverty Relief…………..…………………………..$615
Retired Religious…………………………………….$45
Thanksgiving……………………………………….$570
Online giving………………………………...…….$912
Total envelopes: 156

St. Pius X Parish
Weekly…………………………………………….$4,818
All Souls Day…………………………………………$20
Father’s Day………………………………………….$10
Christmas…………………………………………….$10
Christmas flowers…………………………………...$35
Poverty Relief……………………………………….$757
Online giving……………………………………….$421
Total envelopes: 214

THANK YOU FOR YOUR
GENEROSITY!

SAINT LUCY
This Saturday, December 13, we celebrate the

feast day of St. Lucy. According to legend, St. Lucy
was a young woman born in Syracuse, Italy. One
day she went to the shrine of St. Agatha in Catania
with her mother, who suffered from uncontrolled
bleeding. While praying at the shrine, Lucy’s

mother was cured. Lucy decided to give up her
worldly goods to serve the poor, took a vow of

virginity, and broke off her impending marriage to
a young nobleman in order to give her life entirely
to God. Her suitor was incensed at her action and
accused her before the Roman consul of being a
Christian who would not honor the laws of the
Empire. Bravely confessing her faith, Lucy was
sentenced to be tortured by fire and boiling oil.
She was unmoved by the ordeal and showed no
sign of weakness. “God has granted that I should
bear these things in order to free the faithful from
the fear of suffering,” she said. Though a sword
was thrust through her throat, the young girl lived
until Communion was brought to her for her final

journey to heaven. She died during the
persecution under Emperor Diocletian in 304.

SCAN THE QR CODES BELOW TOMAKE A
CONTRIBUTION TO YOUR PARISH!
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ADVENT PENANCE SERVICES
Thu., Dec. 11, 7 p.m. at St. Aloysius, Dunbar
Sat., Dec. 13, 11 a.m. at St. John, Connellsville
Mon., Dec. 15, 6:30 p.m. at St. Florian, United
Thu., Dec. 18, 7 p.m. at Visitation, Mt. Pleasant
Sat., Dec. 20, 11 a.m. at St. Joseph, Everson

ADVENT LUNCHEONS
Tuesdays during Advent (Dec. 9, 16 & 23), at noon in St. John’s social hall, Connellsville; sponsored by

the Connellsville Ministerial Association.

ADVENT PRAISE & WORSHIP and HOLY HOUR OF ADORATION
“Four Candles, One Savior: Igniting Our Hearts for Advent”

Time:6-7 p.m.
Every Tuesday of Advent

WEEK 2: December 9, “The Candle of Peace: A Quiet Heart in a Noisy World”
St. John the Evangelist, Connellsville

WEEK 3: December 16, “The Candle of Joy: Rejoicing Even While Waiting”
St. John the Baptist, Scottdale

WEEK 4: December 23, “The Candle of Love: Preparing Room for Christ in Our Hearts”
Visitation, Mt. Pleasant

Come and rekindle your faith this Advent season through prayer, music and
reflection. All are welcome!
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St Pius X & Visitation Parish’s
Sunday Bulletin

Diocesan is proud to be printing

For opportunities to advertise,
please call 800-994-9817

You are invited to help support our Parish!

IN LOVING
MEMORY OF

Conner Byrne
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