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DDaaiillyy ((wweeeekkddaayy)) MMaassss:: VViissiittaattiioonn aatt 77::0000 aa..mm..
Pastor: The Very Rev. Paul A. Lisik, V.F.
plisik@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Parochial Vicars: Rev. Peter Guardiano, Rev. Edwin Rubido, Rev. Tomas Avila, Jr., Rev. Julius Capongpongan
pguardiano…, erubido…, tavila...jcapongpongan…@dioceseofgreensburg.org



OOUURR SSTTAAFFFF

Facilities and Business Manager: Joy Wallace
jwallace@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Administrative Assistant: Erin Knizner
eknizner@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Maintenance Supervisor: Joe Bauer
jbauer@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Director of Liturgical Music: Melissa Swift
mswift@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Regional Director of Faith Formation: Mary Allison
mallison@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Office Assistant: Theresa Turner
tdturner@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Cleaning Specialist/Janitor: Rich Kujawa
rkujawa@dioceseofgreensburg.org

MMaassss IInntteennttiioonnss

MMOONNDDAAYY,, 1122//2299 VVIISSIITTAATTIIOONN 77::0000 aa..mm..
Richard Zahrobsky, II– Joanne Zahrobsky

TTUUEESSDDAAYY,, 1122//3300 VVIISSIITTAATTIIOONN 77::0000 aa..mm..
Audrey Michal– Paul & Peggy Tepper

WWEEDDNNEESSDDAAYY,, 1122//3311 VVIISSIITTAATTIIOONN 77::0000 aa..mm..
Doug Pirl– Mikie Hohol
SSTT.. PPIIUUSS XX 55::0000 pp..mm.. VViiggiill ffoorr tthhee SSoolleemmnniittyy ooff MMaarryy
For the parishioners of both parishes

TTHHUURRSSDDAAYY,, 11//11 SSOOLLEEMMNNIITTYY OOFF MMAARRYY
VVIISSIITTAATTIIOONN 1100::3300 aa..mm.. For peace throughout the world

FFRRIIDDAAYY,, 11//22 VVIISSIITTAATTIIOONN 77::0000 aa..mm..
Marian Kitta– Hank & Maureen Rose

SSAATTUURRDDAAYY,, 11//33 VVIISSIITTAATTIIOONN 44::0000 pp..mm..
Joe Paglio, Sr.– Joe Paglio, Jr.

SSTT.. PPIIUUSS XX 66::0000 pp..mm..
Connie Paglio– Colleen & Carlo Pernelli

SSUUNNDDAAYY,, 11//44 VVIISSIITTAATTIIOONN 88::3300 aa..mm..
Pro populo

SSTT.. PPIIUUSS XX 1100::3300 aa..mm..
Betty Coppula– Daria & John Smetak

SStt.. PPiiuuss XX

VViissiittaattiioonn

SSaannccttuuaarryy–– Kramarski, Pytlak & Vella family

BBlleesssseedd MMootthheerr–– Arthur “Barney” Barnhart– wife, Dolores
and daughter, Annette & Joey Quiles

MMiinniissttrryy ooff tthhee AAllttaarr

SSAATTUURRDDAAYY,, JJAANNUUAARRYY 33,, 22002266
VViissiittaattiioonn 44::0000 pp..mm..
Lector: David Brooks
E.M.: Kate Bannon, Vince Mascia, Donna Zemba
Altar servers: Clara S., Colton & Lauren G.
Cantor: Jaime Golobish

SStt.. PPiiuuss XX 66::0000 pp..mm..
Lector: Barbara Dropik
E.M.: Sandy Coppula, Claudia Ersick, Paul K., Hank R.
Altar servers: Emma E., volunteers
Cantor: Phil Brown

SSUUNNDDAAYY,, JJAANNUUAARRYY 44,, 22002266
VViissiittaattiioonn 88::3300 aa..mm..
Lector: Robert Manjerovic
E.M.: Denise Moyemont, Sr. Veyce, volunteer
Altar servers: Ty W., volunteers
Cantor: Sharon Stewart/choir

SStt.. PPiiuuss XX 1100::3300 aa..mm..
Lector: Acacia Houck
E.M.: Chris DeFlitch, Kristen R., Ted Czekaj, Patty Gaal
Altar servers: Jaxon F., Lucas P., volunteer
Cantor: Kathy Demagall

CCaannddlleess tthhiiss WWeeeekkConfessions heard at Visitation every
Saturday, beginning at 3:15 p.m. and the first

Saturday of the month at St. Pius X,
beginning at 12:00 p.m.

St. Vincent de Paul, Mt. Pleasant: Please call
724-547-0413 for local assistance.

The object of a new year is not that we should have a
new year, but rather that we should have a new soul.

G.K. Chesterton
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Notes from our Pastor,
Fr. Paul:

MMAASSSS SSCCHHEEDDUULLEE FFOORR the
Solemnity of Mary, the
Holy Mother of God: New
Year’s Eve, December 31,
2025, St. Pius X 5 :00 p.m.;
The Solemnity of Mary, the
Holy Mother of God,
January 1, 2026, Visitation

10:30 a.m. The parish office will be closed Tuesday,
December 30 and Wednesday, December 31, 2025, and
January 1 & 2, 2026. The office will reopen on Monday,
January 5, 2026.
_________________________________________________

PPRRAAYYEERR FFOORR TTHHEE FFAAMMIILLYY
Heavenly Father, most good and gracious God, sustain

our family in Your love.
Make it a place where holiness and love abound. Help us

to learn to be like Jesus in all our actions.
Aid our family to imitate the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary
and Joseph. Help us to learn from the example of others

and to give good examples to everyone. Assist us in
learning to bear our pain and suffering as Jesus did.

Aid us in overcoming difficulties and carry our crosses.
Help our family life to lead only to Jesus, the source of
true happiness. Please give wholesome habits to our
family. We ask this through Christ Our Lord. Amen.

__________________________________
WWOORRDDSS CCAANN NNEEVVEERR RREEAALLLLYY convey how I feel when
offering my sincere thanks to all who made Christmas at
our parishes a very joyous one. As one begins to reȽect
on all that took place, it seems impossible to make a
listing and not to overlook anyone or anything. From the
tremendous happiness you gave to so many through
Christmas baskets, cards and letters to our shut-ins—to
the efforts of decorating the churches and to the hours
of practice and labor of love on the part of the music
department—the choirs, the instrumentalists, music
directors—to all the lay ministers, to the entire staff, and
to all those “behind the scenes” who did so much to
make sure that everything was ready and in good order.
Sincere thanks to all who attended the Masses at our
churches, for the cards received, for your many acts of
kindness, for the sincere words of support and gratitude
for the pledge of prayers—for all this and more, I am
most grateful and thank you from the bottom of my
heart. The spirit of Christmas allows us to realize how
truly extra special the families and spirit of Visitation and
St. Pius X Parishes continues to be evident in the spirit of
loving, caring, sharing and praying with one another.
Please be assured that I am indeed indebted to all of
you for your generosity and expression of love and joy. A
continued Merry and Blessed Christmas and Holy and
Happy New Year to you and your family on this Feast of
the Holy Family. ~Fr. Paul

AASS TTHHEE YYEEAARR EENNDDSS,, WWEE offer thanks! This Christmas
season offers us an opportunity to rejoice above all in the
Life of the Lord among us. He inspires an outpouring of
“thank yous” for so many blessings, both recognized and
unrecognized. So, we end the old year, 2025, on a prayer
of gratitude:
 For the many expressions of loving thoughtfulness by

our people to one another, we give thanks.
 For the Christmas messages and gifts we shared with

one another as signs of remembrance (including the
many to us priests here at Visitation and St. Pius X),
we give thanks.

 For the wonderful offerings over Christmas to sustain
our parishes, to house the orphans, to feed the starv-
ing, to help the needy, we give thanks.

 For the exceptional weather, safe trips and coming
together of families, we give thanks.

 For the many blessings we recollect and for those
we’ve forgotten, for the blessings that seemed like
blessings and those that did not, for the blessings we
received and those we bestowed, we give thanks.

Thank you Lord, who lives and blesses in us and through
us and for us. For everything from You who does all that
is good, heartfelt gratitude and a humble “Thank You.”
~Fr. Paul

______________________________________________

AANNOOTTHHEERR YYEEAARR I always get mixed feelings every year at
this time; they come as I reȽect on the days I’ve left
behind. It seems like just yesterday that New Year’s Day
was here; but here we are again beginning another year.
365 days were given me with opportunities galore; one
by one they have gone, never to be restored. Time is a
gift from God allotted to every man; it is mine to use and
do the bet I can. It is not in the past that I’ll seek to stay;
it’s in the future which begins with TODAY! ~J.J. Turner
___________________________________________________

TTOODDAAYY,, DDEECCEEMMBBEERR 2288,, WWEE CCEELLEEBBRRAATTEE TTHHEE FFEEAASSTT OOFF
TTHHEE HHOOLLYY FFAAMMIILLYY.. From Christmas Day to New Year’s
Day is the Christmas Octave, Octaves are eight day
weeks. Of course, an ordinary week is seven days. It’s
what we expect. But eight days? That’s something
strange and wonderful in Christian symbolism, eight days
represent eternity. Maybe that’s because an eight day
period begins and ends on the same day of the week.
(Christmas and New Year’s always fall on the same day of
the week.) Christmastime is a season to live with one foot
in eternity. Christmastime is ȼlled with feast days. The ȼrst
Sunday of the season is the Feast of the Holy Family. Holy
Family day is a favorite time for family reunions. Students
are home from school and many people have extra days
off work. Like every day of Christmastime, it’s an occasion
for feasting and caroling and relaxing. Some people say
that the nicest part about Christmastime weekends is that
there’s ȼnally some time to sit back and enjoy the
decorations and music and good company. May the
Visitation and St. Pius X Parish families truly model the
Holy Family during this joyous time of the year.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com3



IInn && AArroouunndd OOuurr NNeeiigghhbboorrhhoooodd......

TTIICCKKEETTSS for Visitation’s Cash/Purse Bash on March 1,
2026, are available in the office at $35 apiece!

AALLLL SSAAIINNTTSS PPAARRIISSHH,,
BBOOSSWWEELLLL,, PPAA Annual
singing of Polish
Christmas carols (known
as Koledy or Pastoralki)
on Sun., Jan. 4, 2026, at 2
p.m. at the church, 325
Quemahoning St.,
Boswell). The carols will be sung by the parish Polish
choir. Following the singing of hymns, there will be
benediction of the Blessed Sacrament and refreshments.
For more information, please call the parish office at 814-
629-5551.

AATTTTEENNTTIIOONN:: Anyone who is in 9th grade or older and
has received the Sacrament of Baptism, Reconciliation
and Eucharist, but has NOT received Conȼrmation,
should contact Mary Allison at 724-961-1094 by
February 1, 2026.

JJAANNUUAARRYY 11sstt IISS WWOORRLLDD DDAAYY OOFF PPRRAAYYEERR FFOORR
PPEEAACCEE.. For some churches, today is the feast of the
Holy Name of Jesus or the feast of the Circumcision.
For Roman Catholics, today is the solemnity of Mary,
the Mother of God. This solemnity is over 1,500 years
old on the church’s calendar. We celebrate today the
fulȼllment of the promise made to Mary by the angel
Gabriel. God’s child is now her child. Mary is the
Mother of God.

DDEECCEEMMBBEERR 2288tthh
“Dearest St. Joseph...help us to faithfully commit
ourselves to the service and defense of human life—
especially where it is vulnerable or threatened. Obtain
for us the grace to do the will of God in all things.”
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities, A Prayer to St.
Joseph, Defender of Life
www.respectlife.org/prayer-to-st-joseph

PPRROOJJEECCTT RRAACCHHEELL MMIINNIISSTTRRYY The Diocese of
Greensburg, through its Project Rachel Ministry, is
prepared to assist those suffering as the result of
being involved in an abortion. Bishop Michael
Burbridge, from Arlington, VA, sums up Project
Rache’s mission and purpose by informing us,
“Diocesan-based abortion healing ministry, most
often called Project Rachel Ministry, seeks to
accompany those who suffer from abortion as they
receive Christ’s mercy, comfort and healing.” For
conȼdential and compassionate help, call 724-552-
1832 or email
projectrachel@dioceseofgreensburg.org.

RROOSSAARRYY BBEEFFOORREE MMAASSSS AATT SSTT.. PPIIUUSS XX,, 9:45 a.m. on
Sunday, January 4, 2026. All are welcome!

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com 4



Zippy, Mike Curci, Art & Joann Kiliany, Liam R., Luca I., Tom
O’Brocto, Sr., Stephen H., Blue, Lisa C., Terri Griffith, Ronald
Burke, Annette Phillips, Flo M., Stanley P., Steven Kitko, Peggy,
Sharon & Russ Gonda, Mike, Patty & Dan Gonos, Pat, Bill, Connie
Zemba, Ray B., Andrew, Joann L., Knox, Phillip, Ken Keslar, Jen,
Dwayne Thomas, Mary Rose, David Gillott, Patricia Burke, Carol
K., Frank Chain, David, Gene, Elizabeth E., Don Seder, Colleen,
Jeff, William Pakulski, Kathi Kappel, Danny & Elaine Kurpiel,
Brenda, Patty, Gary French & family, Mike & Sue Ruszkowski,
Liz, Brenda, Paul, Barry Stanziana, Kitty Jensen, Donna Zemba,
Ryan Snyder & family, Margie, Jeff Kiral, Isaac Donaldson, Ken
E., Jennie Ann Hurt, Julia, Beth, Margaret Fox, Corinne M., Laurie
Deery, Susie Wiltrout, C.R., Nancy P., Brian McLaughlin, Ron D.,
Eileen S., Bill Vance, Laurie, Fr. Greg Premoshis, Janey, Linda G.,
Mary Keto, Susan, Pam, Karen, Amanda Dennis, Jadon Michael
Kalp, Denise Mastro, Rita, Kim, Mike Kristoff family, Natalie &
family, James, Natalie W. & her father, Richard P. & family, Ray,
Donald B., George Ozegovich, Mark Sosko, Amber Harbak,
MaryAnn, Isabel B., Elsie & Ed, Nicholas, Louise A., L.G., Logan
S., Rita, Ruth, CJ, Kim, Charles C., Richard & Sally B., Elizabeth
Kendi, Remington Bazzar, Alvin Jaworski, Beth, Mark S.,
Mercedes Isola, Georgia, Debbie Poklembo, Leo R. Rudnik, Sr.,
Gary Dorman, Carmen Tarasky, Louise A., Pat, Patricia Skero,
Michael Tarasky, Sr., Logan, Angela Hurt, LeeEtta, Chuck,
Christie, Malachi, Frank & Deb Plazza, Rob & family, Mary, Artie,
Loretta & Alan Ambrosa, Betty Mencer, Bridget Nitkiewicz,
Dorothy Nitkiewicz, Ginny Grenda, Ray G., R.J., Aggie Farcosky,
Judy F., Mike M., Mary Lou L., Agnes Rerko, Chrissy Lejeune,
Bertie Zaucha, Anita F., Christina T., Rosemary Carolen, Margie
D., Linda Goodlin, Billy C., Judy K., Mike H., Linda Koskee, Amy
Schaefer, Karen Work, Sandy Furlo, Zip Zozula, Robbie Loebach
& family, Liz S., Nate G., Jayme K., Kris, Ginny H., the Hauser
family, Maxine & Joe, Steven Kitko, Bill, Irene Zubach, Margaret,
Michael Hrycko, Jennene King, MaryAnn Bruner

PPlleeaassee pprraayy ffoorr oouurr rreecceennttllyy
ddeecceeaasseedd,, eessppeecciiaallllyy JJeeaannnniiee CCoonnttyy..
EEtteerrnnaall rreesstt ggrraanntt uunnttoo tthheemm,, OO LLoorrdd,,
aanndd lleett ppeerrppeettuuaall lliigghhtt sshhiinnee uuppoonn

tthheemm.. MMaayy tthheeyy rreesstt iinn ppeeaaccee.. AAmmeenn..

Join us every Wednesday to pray the rosary for
peace: 11:30 a.m. at Visitation.

Please pray for those actively
serving in our armed forces:
Captain Jonathan Lang, USMC
Jacob & Alex ShaȽey
Drew Sheldon
James Dzurica
Jared Yester
Benjamin T. Melego, AF
Logan Paul Melego, US Navy

May God guide & protect them always.

OOUURR PPRRAAYYEERR LLIISSTT::

OOuurr ddeecciissiioonn ttoo ȼȼnnaanncciiaallllyy ssuuppppoorrtt tthhee CChhuurrcchh stems from
our commitment as a Christian steward of God’s many
blessings. An added blessing this year, is that your gift

may qualify for a tax break, when you itemize deductions
on your federal tax return. If you are thinking of making a
year-end gift to support our parishes, other than cash,

such as a gift of stock, please contact the parish office. As
always, your generosity during the Christmas season is

sincerely appreciated.

TThhuurrssddaayy,, JJaannuuaarryy 11,, 22002266,, iiss tthhee FFeeaattss ooff MMaarryy,, tthhee
MMootthheerr ooff GGoodd.. Some people think that Christmas is one
holiday and New Year’s is another holiday, but the Church

keeps the ȼrst of January as one of the days of
Christmastime. The rejoicing of December 25 belongs to
January 1 as well. The Gospel for Mass on January 1 is

short, also, but it gives us the reason for the many different
titles that the ȼrst of January has held over the years. The
Gospel, from the second chapter of Luke, is a continuation

of the story we began at midnight Mass on Christmas.
Today, we hear that the shepherds did what the angels
told them to do. They found Mary and Joseph and the
newborn Jesus. Then, they went to tell their neighbors
that a Savior was born. Many treasured what was said
about the Child. In joy, the shepherds sang the angels’
song of glory in heaven and peace on earth. Eight days
after His birth, Jesus was circumcised and received His
name, which means, “Savior.” January 1 is World Day of
Peace. For Roman Catholics, Thursday is the Solemnity of
Mary, the Mother of God. This Solemnity is over 1,500
years old on the church’s calendar. We celebrate the
fulȼllment of the promise made to Mary by the angel

Gabriel. God’s Child is now Her Child. Mary is the Mother
of God.

Fr. Paul, Fr. Peter, Fr. Edwin, Fr. Julius, Fr. Tomas and our
parish staff wish you and your family a blessed, peaceful
and happy New year. May you walk with Christ daily this
New Year of 2026. Please remember that January 1st is a
Holy Day of Obligation. All Catholics are obliged to attend

Mass. The Mass schedule is in this bulletin. It’s
different from the normal weekend schedule, so please

plan accordingly.

All organizations of both parishes are asked to please
submit to Erin in the office as soon as possible, an

updated schedule of their 2026 meetings & events. If you
have any changes to your schedule throughout the year,
please promptly notify the parish office. Thanks so much!

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com5



VVIISSIITTAATTIIOONNSSTT.. PPIIUUSS XX

WWEEEEKKLLYY OOFFFFEERRTTOORRYY–– DDeecceemmbbeerr 1144,, 22002255
VViissiittaattiioonn PPaarriisshh
Weekly…………………………………………….$2,756
Capital Improvements……………………………...$15
Catholic Accent……………………………………...$10
Growing…………………………………………….$127
Immaculate Conception…………………………..$278
Solemnity of Mary…………………………………...$40
Poverty Relief…………..…………………………….$10
Christmas…………………………………………...$930
Religious education…………………………………$20
Children & Family Services………………………...$45
Online giving………………………………...……..$355
Total envelopes: - -

SStt.. PPiiuuss XX PPaarriisshh
Weekly………………………………………...$3,606.50
Catholic Accent……………………………………...$30
Immaculate Conception…………………………..$435
Christmas…………………………………………...$150
Christmas Ƚowers………………………………….$357
Increased offertory………………………………….$50
Religious education…………………………………$10
Online giving……………………………………….$621
Total envelopes: 169

TTHHAANNKK YYOOUU FFOORR YYOOUURR
GGEENNEERROOSSIITTYY!!

SSCCAANN TTHHEE QQRR CCOODDEESS BBEELLOOWW TTOOMMAAKKEE AA
CCOONNTTRRIIBBUUTTIIOONN TTOO YYOOUURR PPAARRIISSHH!!

IINNSSPPIIRRAATTIIOONN FFOORR HHOOLLYY FFAAMMIILLYY SSUUNNDDAAYY

A man came home from work late, tired and
irritated, to ȼnd his son waiting for him at the door.
“Daddy, how much do you make an hour?” “That’s
none of your business. Why would you ask such a
thing?” “I just want to know. Please tell me, how

much do you make an hour?” “If you must know, I
make $50 an hour.” “Oh,” the little boy replied, with
his head down. “Daddy, may I please borrow $25?”
The father was furious. “If the only reason you asked
me that is so you can borrow some money to buy a
silly toy or some other nonsense, then you march

yourself straight to your room and go to bed. Think
about why you are being so selȼsh. I don’t work

hard every day for such childish frivolities.” The little
boy quietly went to his room and shut the door.

The man sat down and started to get even angrier
about the little boy’s questions. How dare he ask

such questions only to get some money! After
about an hour or so, the man had calmed down
and began to think: maybe there was something

his son really needed to buy with that $25, and he
really didn’t ask for money very often. The man

went to the door of his son’s room and opened it.
“Are you asleep, son?” he asked. “No daddy, I’m

awake,” he replied. “I’ve been thinking, maybe I was
too hard on you earlier,” said the man. “It’s been a

long day and I took my aggravation out on you.
Here’s the $25 you asked for.”

The little boy sat straight up, smiling. “Oh, thank
you daddy!” he yelled. Then, reaching under his

pillow he pulled out some crumpled up bills. The
man saw that the boy already had money, and
started to get angry again. The little boy slowly

counted out his money, and then looked up at his
father. “Why do you want more money if you

already have some?” the father grumbled.
“Because I didn’t have enough, but now I do,” the
little boy replied. “Daddy, I have $50 now. Can I

buy an hour of your time? Please come home early
tomorrow. I would like to have dinner with you.”

The father was crushed. He put his arms around his
son, and he begged for his forgiveness.

It’s just a short reminder to all of you working so
hard in life. We shouldn’t let time slip through our
ȼngers without having spent some time with those
who really matter to us, those close to our hearts.

Do remember to share that $50 worth of your time
with someone you love. If we die tomorrow, the

company we are working for could easily replace
us. But the family and friends we leave behind will

feel the loss for the rest of their lives.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com 6



FFRROOMM CCHHRRIISSTTMMAASS EEVVEE UUNNTTIILL TTHHEE FFEEAASSTT OOFF TTHHEE
BBAAPPTTIISSMM OOFF TTHHEE LLOORRDD:: CChhrriissttmmaass SSeeaassoonn!!

In the Northern Hemisphere, during the last week of
December ands the ȼrst weeks of January, the days ever-
so-slowly begin to lengthen. That is when the church
keeps Christmas. In these merry days we Christians

welcome our Lord, who comes as a tiny child, in mercy,
gentleness and compassion. But make no mistake, this
newborn is our God and Lord, our savior and our judge.
And so we sing out loud, “Joy to the world, the Lord is

come!” In the words of Psalm 96, “O sing to the Lord a new
song! Sing to the Lord, all the earth! Then shall all the trees
of the forest sing for joy before the Lord, who comes to
judge the world with justice, who comes to judge the
people with truth.” To announce God’s epiphany—the

glorious appearing of heaven on earth—we give gifts and
greetings. We drive away the winter with lights and

Ƚowers. We gather around the shining tree of life, and we
open our homes to every guest.

But the keeping of Christmas is not easy. On the day after
December 25, the after-Christmas sales begin, as if

Christmas were over. But it’s not over. It’s just begun! We
Christians have to rely on our own resources when it

comes to keeping our festivals. And we have so many days
to keep! There’s the feast of Stephen, when “Good King
Wenceslas looked out.” There’s St. John’s Day, when

people toast each other’s good health. There’s the feast of
the Holy Innocents, the sad day of the season.

Christmastime includes the New Year celebration, when
we ring out troubles and ring in blessings. Then there’s
Epiphany, the merriest day of our merry Christmastime,
when we follow a star to our heart’s desire. The Christmas
season ends on the feast of the Baptism of the Lord.

Usually that falls on the second Sunday in January. But the
season echoes again on February 2, Candlemas, when we
praise Christ, the light of the world. Think how much we’d
miss if we ended Christmas on December 25. Advent and
Christmastime—the preparation and the celebration—bring
us from the old year to a new. The Christian year is not a
circle, leading nowhere. Rather, our years form a twisted
spiral, like the ladder of angels in Jacob’s dream. The

ladder of the year leads us out of time, ever upward into
God’s bright eternity.

TTHHEE TTWWEELLVVEE DDAAYYSS OOFF CCHHRRIISSTTMMAASS

When Christmas’s tide come in like a bride with holly
and ivy clad,

Twelve days in the year much mirth and good cheer in
every household is had.

Christmas is not a day but a season! It lasts from
Christmas Day until the feast of the Baptism of the
Lord. In the year 567 the church council of Tours
called the 13 days between December 25 and

January 6 a festival season. Up until that time the only
other joyful church season was the 50 days between
Easter Sunday and Pentecost. Almost everyone

knows the carol “The Twelve Days of Christmas.” In
England, they begin counting the 12 days on

December 26, making January 6 the 12th day. The
stroke of midnight on New Year’s Eve is the center
point. In most of Europe they begin counting the 12
days on December 25. That makes January 6 the 13th
day. Either way, we have a “baker’s dozen” of days for
announcing the good news of the birth of Christ.

A Ukrainian carol speaks of “the three feasts of
guests,” Christmas Day, New Year’s Day and

Epiphany. These solemnities are the high points of
the holy Twelve Days. Christmastime is meant for
hospitality, gift-giving, caroling and storytelling. We
set this time aside to relax and be merry after weeks
of preparation. We do only the work that is absolutely
needed so that we can enjoy these festival days with
our families and friends, and so that we can make

sure that everyone is able to take part. Some families
make it their custom during this time to cluster

around the Christmas crib for prayers each evening.
The Christmas tree is lit each night while folks pray
and sing carols. On Christmas Day the ȼgures of the
Magi are placed far away from the crib, then moved a
little closer every day until Epiphany when they arrive
in Bethlehem. The Christmas story can be told and
retold in plays and pageants. An old proverb says
that “a guest in the home is Christ in the home.”

Maybe the most important Christmas customs are to
invite guests and to be a guest.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com7
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