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OOUURR SSTTAAFFFF
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Maintenance Supervisor: Joe Bauer
jbauer@dioceseofgreensburg.org
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mallison@dioceseofgreensburg.org
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tdturner@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Cleaning Specialist/Janitor: Rich Kujawa
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MMaassss IInntteennttiioonnss

MMOONNDDAAYY,, 1122//2222 VVIISSIITTAATTIIOONN 77::0000 aa..mm..
Brian Henckel– Chris & Mary Casselman

TTUUEESSDDAAYY,, 1122//2233 VVIISSIITTAATTIIOONN 77::0000 aa..mm..
Mary Martha Toczek– Dorothy Jablunovsky

WWEEDDNNEESSDDAAYY,, 1122//2244 CCHHRRIISSTTMMAASS EEVVEE
VVIISSIITTAATTIIOONN 77::0000 aa..mm..:: Joseph M. Shibilsky– Tom

Brezinski
SSTT.. PPIIUUSS XX 44::0000 pp..mm..:: For the celebrant’s own intention
VVIISSIITTAATTIIOONN 66::0000 pp..mm..:: For the intention of those who

donated for Christmas Ƚowers

TTHHUURRSSDDAAYY,, 1122//2255 NNAATTIIVVIITTYY OOFF TTHHEE LLOORRDD
SSTT.. PPIIUUSS XX mmiiddnniigghhtt:: For the intention of those who

donated for Christmas Ƚowers
VVIISSIITTAATTIIOONN 1100::3300 aa..mm..:: For the parishioners of both

parishes

FFRRIIDDAAYY,, 1122//2266 VVIISSIITTAATTIIOONN 77::0000 aa..mm..
Margaret Dolan– Gertrude Klocek

SSAATTUURRDDAAYY,, 1122//2277 VVIISSIITTAATTIIOONN 44::0000 pp..mm..
Bob Sandzimier– family

SSTT.. PPIIUUSS XX 66::0000 pp..mm..
Nellie Ann Costabile– Rita Gyurke

SSUUNNDDAAYY,, 1122//2288 VVIISSIITTAATTIIOONN 88::3300 aa..mm..
Arthur “Barney” Barnhart– wife, Dolores &
Daughter, Annette & Joey Quiles

SSTT.. PPIIUUSS XX 1100::3300 aa..mm..
Artie Coppula– wife, Lillian

SStt.. PPiiuuss XX
SSaannccttuuaarryy–– Margaret Dolan– Gertrude Klocek

BBlleesssseedd MMootthheerr–– Mary Ann Schmitz– Mitchell family

SStt.. JJoosseepphh–– Richard Zahrobsky, III– Joanne Zahrobsky

OOuurr LLaaddyy ooff CCzzeessttoocchhoowwaa–– Emil & Rose Rinaldi– family

VViissiittaattiioonn

SSaannccttuuaarryy–– Kramarski, Pytlak & Vella family– family

BBlleesssseedd MMootthheerr–– Bill & Flo Potoka– family

SStt.. JJoosseepphh–– Stephen J. Zubach– Zubach family

MMaaddoonnnnaa && CChhiilldd–– James & Martha Palanko– Jim &
Adeline

MMiinniissttrryy ooff tthhee AAllttaarr

SSAATTUURRDDAAYY,, DDEECCEEMMBBEERR 2277,, 22002255
VViissiittaattiioonn 44::0000 pp..mm..
Lector: Kate Bannon
E.M.: Barb Sandzimier, Ray Gamrat, Suzanne Caletri
Altar servers: Owen & Lily S., Caleb S.
Cantor: Jaime Golobish

SStt.. PPiiuuss XX 66::0000 pp..mm..
Lector: Kim Sirianna
E.M.:Sr. Anna Maria, Chris D., Hank R., volunteer
Altar servers: Emma E., volunteers
Cantor: Kristen Felentzer

SSUUNNDDAAYY,, DDEECCEEMMBBEERR 2288,, 22002255
VViissiittaattiioonn 88::3300 aa..mm..
Lector: Tereasa Rerko
E.M.: Donna Zemba, Al Dawson, Joann Maholtz
Altar servers: volunteers
Cantor: Sharon Stewart

SStt.. PPiiuuss XX 1100::3300 aa..mm..
Lector: Becky Czekaj-Dengler
E.M.: Scott Bigley, Cindy & Dan Copeland, Connie B.
Altar servers: Michael H., Lucas P., volunteer
Cantor: Eric Harris/choir

CCaannddlleess tthhiiss WWeeeekk

St. Vincent de Paul, Mt. Pleasant: Please call
724-547-0413 for local assistance.
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Notes from our Pastor,
Fr. Paul:

The Christmas collection in our parishes has always been
a tradition of your generosity to our parishes! Your
continued and increased generosity will help us to meet
some large bills and assessments that are due at this
time of the year. We once again ask you to be as
generous as you can, and may the Christ Child continue
to bless and reward you. The Christmas Feast
commemorates the gift given to each of us by God
without question of our merit or eligibility. Your support
is needed this year during the Children and Family
Services Appeal. Please help change the future of a child
with your gift in the second collection at Christmas.
Thank you for being as magnanimous as you are able!
Our Sunday offertory collections have risen in recent
weeks. I trust you notice we are not yet where we need
to be in order to meet ordinary expenses with our
ordinary income. I am truly grateful for the effort and ask
everyone to continue doing what you can to ensure the
ȼnancial viability of our parishes. As you should well
know, the heating bills are going up with the cold
weather. Please continue to be generous to your parish
every weekend and most especially, this Christmas.
_________________________________________________

CCHHRRIISSTTMMAASS IISS FFOORREEVVEERR When the song of the angels is
stilled, when the star in the sky is gone, when the kings
and princes are home, when the shepherds are back
with their Ƚock, the work of Christmas begins: to ȼnd the
lost, to heal the broken, to feed the hungry, to release
the prisoner, to rebuild the nations, to bring peace
among brothers and sisters, to make music in the heart.

______________________________________________

JJUUSSTT AA RREEMMIINNDDEERR There’s an envelope in December’s
packet for Christmas Ƚowers and decorations. A
Christmas Mass for those who donated to this fund will
be celebrated at both parishes.
________________________________________________

NNAATTIIVVIITTYY SSCCEENNEE The tradition of having some kind of
Nativity scene, also known by its French name (creche),
in churches and homes evolved during the Middle Ages,
ȼrst in churches as a prop for nativity plays associated
with Mass. A creche is a reproduction of the cave in
Bethlehem with images of Mary, Joseph, the Infant Jesus
in a manger, shepherds, angels, animals and Magi. St.
Francis of Assisi popularized this custom with a living
Nativity scene at Greccio, Italy, in 1223. You are
encouraged to make a “visit” to the nativity scene in our
churches. You’re particularly invited to bring children “up
close” and spend some time in prayer.
________________________________________________

It is good to be children sometimes, and never better than
at Christmas. ~Charles Dickens

TTHHEERREE AARREE TTWWOO Christmas Eve Masses, plus one at
midnight and on Christmas Day. I ask for your patience
and understanding as you seek a time best for your
schedule. Please consult the Christmas Mass schedule
below because it’s different from the normal weekend
schedule.

CHRISTMAS EVE
4:00 p.m. St. Pius X
6:00 p.m. Visitation

CHRISTMAS DAY
Midnight St. Pius X
10:30 a.m. Visitation

The parish office will be closed December 24, 25 & 26
and on January 1 & 2, 2026. The office will be open on
December 29 and then will re-open after New Year’s on

January 5th at 9:30 a.m. Thank you for your
understanding as we allow our staff to celebrate with

their families!

RRIIBBBBOONNSS && BBOOWWSS The practice of gift-wrapping is a
fairly recent phenomenon in American life. It started at
the turn of the century, when people stopped giving
handmade gifts and instead began exchanging factory
made items. To some, these gifts seemed cold and less
intimate and so, to restore some kind of personal touch,
retailers encouraged their customers to wrap their
presents.
_________________________________________________

TTHHRROOUUGGHH TTHHEE CCOOUURRTTEESSYY of the Slater-Rega, Galone-
Caruso and Brooks Funeral Homes, we once again have
in Visitation and St. Pius X Parishes our Catholic
calendars. They are in the back of both churches. We
thank all three funeral homes for their generosity and the
beautiful Catholic calendars.
_________________________________________________

OOPPLLAATTKKII ((CChhrriissttmmaass wwaaffeerrss)) are available at the parish
office. A donation is appreciated but not necessary!
________________________________________________

22002266 MMAASSSS IINNTTEENNTTIIOONNSS If you haven’t scheduled your
Mass intentions for next year, please pick up a pink form
at the back of either church, ȼll it out and return it to the
office, either by mail or in the collection
basket in an envelope marked “Mass
intention” and the name of your church. No
Masses are scheduled over the phone, by
email or in person. Thank you for cooperating!
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IInn && AArroouunndd OOuurr NNeeiigghhbboorrhhoooodd......

TTIICCKKEETTSS for Visitation’s Cash/Purse Bash on March 1,
2026, are available in the office at $35 apiece!

OOUURR AADDUULLTT CCHHOOIIRR will be
singing Christmas music thirty
minutes prior to the start of
the midnight Mass. Please
make plans to arrive early to
spend time with
God and to listen
to the beautiful
music!

“O Blessed Mother, at the angel’s word you went in
haste to the aid of your cousin Elizabeth. Although
pregnant yourself, you placed her needs before your
own. By your example of radical solidarity, teach us to
reverence and protect those in need, without
conditions or expectations...obtain for us the grace to
bring Christ to any expectant mother who is alone and
afraid.” USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities

AALLLL SSAAIINNTTSS PPAARRIISSHH,,
BBOOSSWWEELLLL,, PPAA Annual
singing of Polish
Christmas carols (known
as Koledy or Pastoralki)
on Sun., Jan. 4, 2026, at 2
p.m. at the church, 325
Quemahoning St.,
Boswell). The carols will be sung by the parish Polish
choir. Following the singing of hymns, there will be
benediction of the Blessed Sacrament and refreshments.
For more information, please call the parish office at 814-
629-5551.

HHOOUUSSEEHHOOLLDD TTAABBLLEE PPRRAAYYEERR FFOORR TTHHEE CCHHRRIISSTTMMAASS
SSEEAASSOONN Come, let us adore him. Come, let us adore
him. Today we celebrate your birth, O Christ, as your
glory ȼlls the world with light. May this meal strengthen
us to be a light for others. Come, let us adore him.
We hear the herald angels sing of God’s peace on
earth. May the food of this table nourish us to live the
good news of peace. Come, let us adore him. The Lord
has come to us, the Word of God in human Ƚesh! Bless
this meal, bless our lives during these joyful Christmas
days. Amen.

TTHHEE BBIIRRTTHH OOFF TTHHEE LLOORRDD:: CCHHRRIISSTTMMAASS Christ the Lord is
born today; today the Savior has appeared. Earth echoes
songs of angel choirs and archangels’ joyful praise. Today
on earth Christ’s friends exult: Glory to God in the
highest, alleluia. St. Augustine said that “God became
human so that humans might become God.” What an
amazing thing to say! At Christmas the church sings
about the “marvelous exchange”: We share in Christ
because Christ shares in us. This “exchange” keeps
happening. God became human so that humans might
become God—right now. Today. Sometimes people say
that Christmas is Jesus’ birthday. But the church doesn’t
call Christmas a birthday. Christmas is “the Birth of the
Lord.” So when we sing, “Christ is born today,” we really
mean what we sing. Today. Imagine that. St. Leo puzzled
over the mystery of “today.” He said that the body of
Christ is our body. It is the church’s body. If on this day we
sing that Christ is born, it is our own new birth in baptism
that we sing about. All of us, the living and the dead, are
born in Christ. The third chapter of the First Letter of John
speaks of this mystery: You may be sure that everyone
who does right has been born of Christ. See what love the
Father has given us, that we should be called children of
God. And that is what we are. Christmas comes at the
time of year that daytime stops growing shorter and
begins, slowly at ȼrst, to grow longer. The Northern
Hemisphere takes its ȼrst step back to spring. That is why
so many signs of Christmas are full of life. In the dead of
winter we celebrate with greens and bright Ƚowers and
shining lights. The word Christmas means “the feast of
Christ.” That’s a good name for December 25 and for the
season that begins this day. The fullness of Christ is
celebrated. At Christmas we remember the birth of Jesus
in Bethlehem. We rejoice that we are born in Christ and
that Christ is born in us. And we look forward to the day
when we shall see Christ face to face.
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Zippy, Mike Curci, Art & Joann Kiliany, Liam R., Luca I., Tom
O’Brocto, Sr., Stephen H., Blue, Lisa C., Terri Griffith, Ronald
Burke, Annette Phillips, Flo M., Lucius, Stanley P., Steven Kitko,
Peggy, Sharon & Russ Gonda, Mike, Patty & Dan Gonos, Pat, Bill,
Connie Zemba, Ray B., Andrew, Joann L., Knox, Phillip, Ken
Keslar, Jen, Dwayne Thomas, Mary Rose, David Gillott, Patricia
Burke, Carol K., Frank Chain, David, Gene, Elizabeth E., Don
Seder, Colleen, Jeff, William Pakulski, Kathi Kappel, Danny &
Elaine Kurpiel, Brenda, Patty, Gary French & family, Mike & Sue
Ruszkowski, Liz, Brenda, Paul, Barry Stanziana, Kitty Jensen,
Donna Zemba, Ryan Snyder & family, Margie, Jeff Kiral, Isaac
Donaldson, Ken E., Jennie Ann Hurt, Julia, Beth, Margaret Fox,
Corinne M., Laurie Deery, Susie Wiltrout, C.R., Nancy P., Brian
McLaughlin, Ron D., Eileen S., Bill Vance, Laurie, Fr. Greg
Premoshis, Janey, Linda G., Mary Keto, Susan, Pam, Karen,
Amanda Dennis, Jadon Michael Kalp, Denise Mastro, Rita, Kim,
Mike Kristoff family, Natalie & family, James, Natalie W. & her
father, Richard P. & family, Ray, Donald B., George Ozegovich,
Mark Sosko, Amber Harbak, MaryAnn, Isabel B., Elsie & Ed,
Nicholas, Louise A., L.G., Logan S., Rita, Ruth, CJ, Kim, Charles
C., Richard & Sally B., Elizabeth Kendi, Remington Bazzar, Alvin
Jaworski, Beth, Mark S., Mercedes Isola, Georgia, Debbie
Poklembo, Leo R. Rudnik, Sr., Gary Dorman, Carmen Tarasky,
Louise A., Pat, Patricia Skero, Michael Tarasky, Sr., Logan,
Angela Hurt, LeeEtta, Chuck, Christie, Malachi, Frank & Deb
Plazza, Rob & family, Mary, Artie, Loretta & Alan Ambrosa, Betty
Mencer, Bridget Nitkiewicz, Dorothy Nitkiewicz, Ginny Grenda,
Ray G., R.J., Aggie Farcosky, Judy F., Mike M., Mary Lou L., Agnes
Rerko, Chrissy Lejeune, Bertie Zaucha, Anita F., Christina T.,
Rosemary Carolen, Margie D., Linda Goodlin, Billy C., Judy K.,
Mike H., Linda Koskee, Amy Schaefer, Karen Work, Sandy Furlo,
Zip Zozula, Robbie Loebach & family, Liz S., Nate G., Jayme K.,
Kris, Ginny H., the Hauser family, Maxine & Joe, Steven Kitko,
Bill, John Lehman, Irene Zubach, Margaret, Michael Hrycko,
Jennene King, MaryAnn Bruner

PPlleeaassee pprraayy ffoorr oouurr rreecceennttllyy
ddeecceeaasseedd,, eessppeecciiaallllyy RRiicchhaarrdd PPaazzeerr,, SSrr
aanndd KKaatthhlleeeenn PPrriinnkkeeyy.. EEtteerrnnaall rreesstt
ggrraanntt uunnttoo tthheemm,, OO LLoorrdd,, aanndd lleett

ppeerrppeettuuaall lliigghhtt sshhiinnee uuppoonn tthheemm.. MMaayy
tthheeyy rreesstt iinn ppeeaaccee.. AAmmeenn..

Join us every Wednesday to pray the rosary for
peace: 11:30 a.m. at Visitation.

Please pray for those actively
serving in our armed forces:
Captain Jonathan Lang, USMC
Jacob & Alex ShaȽey
Drew Sheldon
James Dzurica
Jared Yester
Benjamin T. Melego, AF
Logan Paul Melego, US Navy

May God guide & protect them always.

OOUURR PPRRAAYYEERR LLIISSTT::

SSAAVVOORR TTHHEE MMOOMMEENNTTSS
““SShhoouuttiinngg aanndd SSiilleennccee””

Church services on Christmas Eve are often a combination
of quietness and joyful, inspiring music. There may be

darkness, as candles are lit, but then the sanctuary is ȼlled
with a special kind of brightness. Nowhere is the contrast
found more vividly than in the two carols, “Silent Night,
Holy Night” and “Joy to the World,” but who could deny
that both have their place? These moments, when Advent
reaches its joyful conclusion, are so full that emotions run
in both directions. We cannot be silent, because the joy of

Christ’s coming is so wonderful. Yet, only silence is
adequate for responding to the knowledge that God so
loved the world—and each of us—that we now have God’s
Son in our midst. Perhaps, the silence needs to come ȼrst.
It is a silence that shuts out the clatter and clutter of the
world. Our minds and our hearts need to be silent. There

are always enough cares to worry about, if we let our
minds dwell on them. Everyone has life experiences that
are disillusioning, even times when we, ourselves, have
failed, so our hearts may be burdened, as we remember
these things. However, if we can silence them for a while,
we can hear the voice of God, who comes to us with a

message of reassurance, acceptance and love.

When we hear God’s voice and see God’s presence
fulȼlled in the little baby, who lies in a manger, then we
can be reborn. We can begin again, realizing that God
loves us and calls us to fullness and wholeness. This calls
for shouting. We may sing, “Hallelujah,” or “Glory to God
in the Highest.” Or we may simply pray, “Thank you, God,

for your wonderful gift!”

Fr. Peter, Fr. Edwin, Fr. Julius, Fr. Tomas, the entire parish
staff and myself wish you the silence to appreciate the
miracle in the stable and the shouts of joy to appreciate
the angels singing in the ȼelds. Merry Christmas! May you
have a blessed, joyful and hopeful season with family and
friends. May you appreciate the shouting and silence of

Christmas. ~Fr. Paul

PPaarriisshh RReeggiissttrraattiioonn
If you have completed high school, or are over 18 years of
age, you must register at your home parish as an adult.
When you are asked to be a sponsor or Godparent, you
must present proof of membership in a parish. Your

membership in the parish will not be veriȼed if you are still
listed as a child on your parent’s registration. You may call
the parish office at 724-547-1911 or pick up a registration

form in the back of either church.
______________

CChhrriissttmmaass DDaayy PPrraayyeerr wwiitthh tthhee HHoollyy FFaammiillyy
Blessed Joseph, my strength and guide, Holy Mary, my
inspiration and model, Lord Jesus, child of hope, joy and
peace, watch over me, bless me today, and every day of

this season of grace. Amen.
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VVIISSIITTAATTIIOONNSSTT.. PPIIUUSS XX

WWEEEEKKLLYY OOFFFFEERRTTOORRYY–– DDeecceemmbbeerr 77,, 22002255
VViissiittaattiioonn PPaarriisshh
Weekly…………………………………………….$6,058
Capital Improvements…………………………….$108
Catholic Accent…………………………………….$280
Growing………………………………………………$60
Immaculate Conception…………………………..$534
Solemnity of Mary…………………………………...$65
Poverty Relief…………..…………………………….$30
Christmas Ƚowers………………………………….$555
Christmas…………………………………………...$730
Religious education……………………………….$152
Children & Family Services……………………….$140
Increased offertory………………………………….$60
Online giving………………………………...…..$1,565
Total envelopes: - -

SStt.. PPiiuuss XX PPaarriisshh
Weekly…………………………………………..$10,547
Capital Improvements…………………………….$805
Catholic Accent……………………………………$150
Immaculate Conception…………………………..$319
Solemnity of Mary…………………………………...$10
Christmas…………………………………………….$65
Christmas Ƚowers………………………………….$550
Children & Family Services………………………….$5
Religious education……………………………….$210
Online giving……………………………………….$496
Total envelopes: - -

SSCCAANN TTHHEE QQRR CCOODDEESS BBEELLOOWW TTOOMMAAKKEE AA
CCOONNTTRRIIBBUUTTIIOONN TTOO YYOOUURR PPAARRIISSHH!!

CCHHRRIISSTTMMAASS VVIIGGIILL

On Christmas Eve, the church sings, “Today you will
know the Lord is coming, and in the morning you
will see God’s glory.” Tonight is a time of wonder

and promise and great blessedness. We hover
between Advent and Christmas, between

expectation and fulȼllment. For centuries, the day
before Christmas was a fast day. People would wait
until nightfall to break the fast. It was also a day of
abstinence. Meat was not eaten out of respect for

the animals, who were the ȼrst to see their newborn
Lord lying in their own manger. Many families do

not eat meat tonight, but serve ȼsh and other
seafood. A feast of ȼsh reminds us that the Messiah
will slaughter the great scaly sea beast, Leviathan,

who is death itself. Then everyone will be invited to
sit down to supper together. Imagine that! Heaven
will be like a ȼsh fry. The customs of this night may

look a bit different in each country, but they are
often more alike than unlike. In many households a

loaf of bread is broken and dipped in honey and
then shared with kisses and wishes for a sweet
Christmas. Sometimes this bread looks like the

unleavened bread of communion. Sometimes it is
rich and yeasty and ȼlled with fruit. And sometimes

it isn’t bread at all but a porridge of grains and
sweet berries. We are reminded in this ritual that

Bethlehem means “the house of bread.” The
newborn Christ is placed in a manger, a feed

trough, to be our bread of life.

On this night we are welcomed back to paradise.
The angel who barred our way to the garden puts
aside the Ƚaming sword. The angel throws open
the gates of Eden and leads us back to the tree.

Then creation joins with all the company of heaven
to sing glory to God. In Finland, paradise is

represented by a canopy of straw and stars set over
the dining table. In Italy the ceppo, the nativity

scene, is shaped like a candle-lit tower hung with
fruits and Ƚowers and ȼlled with gifts. The custom

of the Christmas tree began in Austria and
Germany, but about a century ago, it spread

among Christians in many lands. The strongest and
most ancient tradition of the tree is that it is lit for

the ȼrst time tonight. We make a great burst of light
to welcome the Lord. Then Advent is over and our

Christmas festival is here at last!
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AADDVVEENNTT LLUUNNCCHHEEOONN
Tuesday, Dec. 23, at noon in St. John’s social hall, Connellsville; sponsored by the Connellsville

Ministerial Association.

AADDVVEENNTT PPRRAAIISSEE && WWOORRSSHHIIPP aanndd HHOOLLYY HHOOUURR OOFF AADDOORRAATTIIOONN
“Four Candles, One Savior: Igniting Our Hearts for Advent”

Time:6-7 p.m.
WWEEEEKK 44:: TTuueessddaayy,, DDeecceemmbbeerr 2233,, “The Candle of Love: Preparing Room for Christ in Our Hearts”

FFrroomm CChhrriissttmmaass EEvvee uunnttiill tthhee FFeeaasstt ooff tthhee BBaappttiissmm ooff tthhee
LLoorrdd is the Christmas season. In the Northern Hemisphere,
during the last week of December and the ȼrst weeks of
January, the days ever-so-slowly begin to lengthen. That is
when the Church keeps Christmas. In these merry days we
Christians welcome our Lord, who comes as a tiny child, in
mercy, gentleness and compassion. But make no mistake,
this newborn is our God and Lord, our Savior and our
judge. And so we sing out loud, “Joy to the world, the
Lord is come!” In the words of Psalm 96, “O sing to the

Lord a new song! Sing to the Lord, all the earth! Then shall
all the trees of the forest sing for joy before the Lord, who
comes to judge the world with justice, who comes to
judge the people with truth.” To announce God’s

epiphany—the glorious appearing of heaven on earth—we
give gifts and greetings. We drive away the winter with
lights and Ƚowers. We gather around the shining tree of

life, and we open our homes to every guest.

But the keeping of Christmas is not easy. On the day after
December 25, the after-Christmas sales begin, as if

Christmas were over. But it’s not over. It’s just begun! We
Christians have to rely on our own resources when it

comes to keeping our festivals. And we have so many days
to keep! There’s the Feast of St. Stephen, when “Good
King Wencelas looked out.” There’s St. John’s Day, when
people toast each other’s good health. There’s the Feast of
the Holy Innocents, the sad day of the season. Christmas
time includes the New Year celebration, when we ring out
troubles and ring in blessings. Then there’s Epiphany, the
merriest day of our merry Christmas time, when we follow
a star to our heart’s desire. The Christmas season ends on
the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. This feast usually falls
on the second Sunday in January. But the season echoes
again on February 2, Candlemas, when we praise Christ,
the light of the world. Think how much we’d miss if we

ended Christmas on December 25.

Advent and Christmas time—the preparation and the
celebration—bring us from the old year to a new. The

Christian year is not a circle, leading nowhere. Rather, our
years form a twisted spiral, like the ladder of angels in

Jacob’s dream. The ladder of the year leads us out of time,
ever upward into God’s bright eternity.

KKnnoowwiinngg tthhee WWhhoollee CChhrriissttmmaass SSttoorryy
What we usually call the “Christmas story” is known by
Bible scholars as the Infancy Narratives. While parts of
these narratives are familiar and beloved, we need to
know the whole story, looking and listening to the
narratives for the truths they reveal about Jesus.

MMAATTTTHHEEWW Matthew begins with a genealogy that
traces Jesus’ ancestry all the way back to Abraham,
while ȼrmly rooting him within the house of David the
king, whose kingdom God had promised would last
for all ages. The story of the magi reminds Christians
that God’s covenant, which had been with Israel, is
now open to Gentiles as well. The gifts brought by
the magi have signiȼcance, too. Gold symbolizes
kingship; frankincense, divinity. Myrrh was used to
anoint the bodies of the dead.

LLUUKKEE Luke’s account begins with a detailed
background about Mary and her family. John the
Baptist is a cousin of Jesus, conceived miraculously in
old age, much as Hannah conceived Samuel in First
Samuel, chapter 1. (Christian tradition also named
Mary’s mother Anna—in Hebrew, Hannah—which
means “grace.”) Mary and Joseph are required to
travel to Joseph’s ancestral home, Bethlehem, so that
the Messiah (the eternal king) will be born in the
same place as his ancestor, the great king of Israel,
David.

What we know as the “Christmas story” is actually a
combination of events told by Matthew and Luke

(Mark and John begin their Gospels with Jesus as an
adult). As each author emphasized different details in
order to communicate particular truths about who
Jesus is, we must become more familiar with their
Gospels so we can come to know Jesus even more

deeply and fully.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com7
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