St. Pius X S Visitation
Parish Parish

224 Summit Street ¢ Mt. Pleasant, Pennsylvania ¢ 740 West Walnut Street

¢ Pennsylvania Charitable Trusts ¢

Parishes of the Diocese of Greensburg
Office: 740 W. Walnut St. Mt. Pleasant, PA 15666
Phone: 724-547-1911 Fax: 724-547-2630
Visit us at: www.mpcatholicchurches.org
Office Hours: Mon.-Thu.: 9:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

March 2, 2025 - Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mass Schedule
Saturday: Visitation at 4:00 p.m.; St. Pius X at 6:00 p.m.
Sunday: Visitation at 8:30 a.m.; St. Pius X at 10:30 a.m.
Daily (weekday) Mass: Visitation at 7:00 a.m.

Pastor: The Very Rev. Paul A. Lisik, V.F.
plisik@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Parochial Vicars: Rev. Peter Guardiano, Rev. Edwin Rubido, Rev. Craig Alexander, Rev. John Torres
pguardiano..., erubido..., calexander...jtorres...@dioceseofgreensburg.org




Mass Intentions

Mon. 3/3 Visitation
7:00 a.m. Bernard J. Paglio- Robert Welc

Tues. 3/4 Visitation
7:00 a.m. Nicholas & Helen Manjerovic-
Robert & Debra Manjerovic

Wed. 3/5 ASH WEDNESDAY
Visitation 7:00 a.m. Richard Janesko- Joe &
Theresa Baluh
St. Pius X 6:00 p.m. Evelyn Pfeifer- Loretta
Gelet
Thu. 3/6 Visitation
7:00 a.m. Edward Bilik- wife

Fri. 3/7 Visitation
7:00 a.m. Joseph Conty- Conty family

Sat. 3/8 Visitation
4:00 p.m. Brady Hunker & Janice Barclay-
Lorrie Hunker
St. Pius X
6:00 p.m. Betty Coppula- Sue & Paul Vanella

Sun. 3/9 Visitation
8:30 a.m. Michael J. Gogoel, Il sister, Kathy
& family
St. Pius X
10:30 a.m. all deceased Smetak family
members- Daria & John Smetak

Confessions heard at Visitation every
Saturday, beginning at 3:15 p.m. and the first
Saturday of the month at St. Pius X, beginning

at12:00 p.m.

OUR STAFF

Facilities and Business Manager: Joy Wallace
jwallace@dioceseofgreensburg.org

/

Administrative Assistant: Erin Knizner
eknizner@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Maintenance Supervisor: Joe Bauer
jbauer@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Director of Liturgical Music: Melissa Swift
mswift@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Regional Director of Faith Formation: Mary Allison
mallison@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Office Assistant: Theresa Turner
tdturner@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Cleaning Specialist/Janitor: Rich Kujawa
rkujawa@dioceseofgreensburg.org

\_

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

Ministry of the Altar

SATURDAY, MARCH 8, 2025

Visitation 4 p.m.

Lector: Robert Manjerovic

E.M.: Marlene Cibulas, Barb Sandzimier, Ray Gamrat
Servers: Clara & Caleb S., volunteer

Cantor: Eric Harris

St. Pius X 6 p.m.

Lector: Kim Sirianna

E.M.: Emily S., Sr. Anna Maria, Sr. Juliana, Cindy C.
Servers: Michael F., Braxton P., volunteer

Cantor: Pat Martinoski

SUNDAY, MARCH 9, 2025

Visitation 8:30 a.m.

Lector: Tereasa Rerko

E.M.: Donna Zemba, Al Dawson, volunteer
Servers: Addison & Sophie G., volunteer
Cantor: Sharon Stewart

St. Pius X 10:30 a.m.

Lector: Mike Polechko

E.M.: Connie Barnhart, Chris DeFlitch, Audrey S., vol.,
Servers: Lucas P., volunteers

Cantor: Kristen Felentzer/choir

Candles this Week

St. Pius X
Sanctuary- Richard Moyer- Paul

Blessed Mother- Joseph Welc- David Caschera
St. Joseph- Mr. Charles Carolen- Rosemary

Our Lady of Czestochowa- Stella Welc- David Caschera

Visitation
Sanctuary- Edward Bilik- wife

Blessed Mother- living & deceased members of the
Visitation Rosary Altar Society- V.R.AS.
St. Joseph- George E. Niezgoda- Barbara & family

Madonna & Child- Alyssa Askin- mother

St. Vincent de Paul, Mt. Pleasant: Please call
724-547-0413 for local assistance.



Notes from our Pastor;
Fr. Paul:

WEDNESDAY

The season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, March
5th. On this day, ashes, symbolic of penance, are
traced in the form of a cross on the foreheads of
Catholics who are reminded, "/Remember you are
dust and unto dust you shall return,” or “Turn away
from sin and be faithful to the Gospel.” The schedule
is as follows, each listing with distribution of ashes:

e 7:00 a.m. Mass at Visitation

e 12:10 p.m. Liturgy of the Word at Visitation

e 6:00 p.m. Mass at St. Pius X.

CATHOLIC HOME MISSIONS APPEAL On the first
Sunday of Lent, which falls this year on March 9, our
diocese regularly conducts the Catholic Home
Missions Appeal. We are asked to provide material
support and spiritual aid to dioceses in the United
States and its territories that are unable to provide
pastoral services without assistance from sources
other than their own. We may be surprised to learn or
to be reminded that 40% of the dioceses in the
United States are considered to be "home mission
dioceses,” that is, almost half of our dioceses cannot
support themselves without outside assistance. These
dioceses share several characteristics—small, Catholic
populations dispersed over a large geographical
territory, economic challenges due to unemployment
and migration, and diminishing populations due to
members of the population leaving for urban areas.
We may be asking ourselves—how is this situation
different from our own? It is true that at various times
our parishioners and other residents of the Diocese of
Greensburg have struggled economically and
financially, but we are still able to provide many basic
services to the population of the Diocese of
Greensburg. We are not dependent upon outside
assistance, for which we offer our thanks to God! The
dioceses of the Home Missions in the United States
have passionate and dedicated priests and deacons,
consecrated religious brothers and sisters, and
financial hardships and other challenges. We can
show our solidarity with our fellow Catholics in the
United States through a generous sharing of our
resources and prayers in the collection next weekend.

QUALITY OF LIFE: “God Don't Make No Junk” The
season of Lent is dawning. Ash Wednesday marks the
beginning of days that lead up to Easter (40 days, not
counting Sundays). For some people, this is ho-hum
news: “So, what else is new?” For others, it leads to a
time of sacrifice, giving up something they enjoy. Still
others make it a time for adding something: extra
services of worship, a time set aside for prayer and
meditation or some special deeds of thoughtfulness.
Whatever action we take, Lent serves its best function
when it enables us to improve the "quality” of our
living. Quality here has nothing to do with our wealth
or luxury. It is something within. Observance of this
season as one of penitence does not necessarily call
us to be sad. It calls for creativity, seeking ways to
become all that God planned for us to be.

Each of us has inherent, God-given quality. In the
creation story, we hear of God's looking at all that had
been made and deeming it “good.” Ethel Waters, the
influential jazz and blues singer, wrote in her
autobiography, “I know I'm somebody, ‘cause God
don't make no junk.” Every one of us is a somebody, a
person of worth, of genuine quality. The season of
Lent can help us bring that quality to the forefront,
where it can shape both our spirits and our way of life.
A writer might think of this season as a time for editing
what our lives have written thus far. A furniture maker
might see it as time for fitting, sanding and polishing.
A cook might picture it as an occasion for tasting and
seasoning: Improving our quality of life, of course,
takes far more time and many more steps, but each
action we take moves us forward toward the quality
that life can have at its best. Thinking of Lent in these
terms can make the season a time of new vision, new
hope and satisfaction.

LENT ALSO leads us to church more often for prayer.

' The sacraments of Penance and Holy
Eucharist should be especially close to us
as they enable us to effect a change in
ourselves. These sacraments are building

blocks, not only for these parishes, but for ourselves,

as they sanctify our existence in this world. Take the
opportunity to receive penance at least once during
Lent, maybe at the beginning, and see if we can live a
different life for the remainder of the 40 days. Make
the journey to additional Masses to receive the Holy
Eucharist other than at Sunday Mass; spend additional
time before the Blessed Sacrament which can only
deepen the sense of faith, and spend time in
journeying with Christ through the Stations of the
Cross. Let us remember that Easter is our return every
year to our own Baptism, and Lent is our preparation
for that return—the slow and sustained effort to
perform, at the end, our own passage into the new life
of Christ.
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[ In & Around Our Neighborhood... ]

LENTEN JOURNEY: You're invited to join Fr. Craig
at various locations throughout Lent as we embark
on a "trip” through

salvation history, via the DVD
series by Steve Ray,
"Footprints of God”. All
sessions will begin at 6 p.m.
& will last about 2 hours. Schedule is as follows:

St. Aloysius social hall, Dunbar, Thu. March 6

St. John social hall, Connellsville, Tue. March 11
St. Rita social hall, Connellsville, Thu. March 13
Immaculate Conception social hall, Connellsville,
Tue. March 18

St. John the Baptist school, Scottdale, Thu. March 20
St. Joseph social hall, Everson, Tue. March 25

St. Pius X social hall, Mt. Pleasant, Thu. March 27
Visitation social hall, Mt. Pleasant, Thu. April 3
Geibel Catholic, Connellsville, Thu. April 10

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR

ADORATION on First Fridays after the 7 a.m.
morning Mass until noon. If you have 30-60
minutes to spare, please call the office and talk to
Theresa to sign up for a time slot. 724-547-1911

IN-PERSON VIRTUS (Protecting God's Children)
CLASS Saturday, Mar. 8 from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. in the Visitation social hall. This is one of two
training classes that are required by the Diocese
of Greensburg for all parish volunteers. Send an e-
mail to tdturner@dioceseofgreensburg.org or call
the office to register with Theresa by Thu., Mar. 6.

WALKING WITH MOMS IN NEED Meeting on
Monday, March 10th at 6:30 p.m. in the Visitation
social hall. We'll continue the Sisters for Life video
series entitled “Into Life—Love Changes
Everything.” Bring diapers in sizes 4 or 5 to make
gift packs for blessing boxes. New participants are
welcome. Call/text Andrea at 724-858-5271 with
any questions.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

TheVisctation Chnistian Wothers will be selling

"Colebrook Easter Candy” as a spring fundraiser,
for the next week. Order forms are available at the
back of both churches. Order
forms, along with payment, should
be returned to the Parish Office, or
placed in the collection basket, by
Monday, March 10th. The orders
should be placed in an envelope
marked “Candy Order.” Written
checks should be made out to

The Visctation Chnistian Mothens. Candy orders will

be available for pick-up on Saturday, April 12th,
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. All members greatly
appreciate your support and hope you enjoy the
many sweet treats! Thank you in advance. ~Jan

DAILY LENTEN MASSES: The schedule of daily
Lenten Masses will be Mon.-Fri. at our churches as it
appears in the Sunday bulletin. A beautiful way to
celebrate Lent would be making the trip to Mass
during the week. We can literally make a journey for
Christ every day. We are adding a 6 p.m. Mass on
Wednesday evenings at St. Pius X during the weeks
of Lent. Please make time in your weekly Lenten
schedule.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS will be offered each
week during this Lenten season. FRIDAYS, at 12:10
p.m. at Visitation and at 7 p.m. at St. Pius X. Thisis a
popular devotion (also called the Way of the Cross)
in honor of the Passion and Death of Christ, such as
His condemnation by Pilate, His scourging, His
journey to Calvary and the tomb. The stations are
wooden crosses, often inserted in paintings or
sculptures, and may be attached to walls of a church
or oratory or erected outdoors. The stations must be
lawfully erected and blessed by one who has the
authority to do so (CCC2669).

YOU CAN BEGIN your family planning for Lent this year by
talking about your hopes for this season of spiritual
renewal. | hope that all members of our parish community
will find incentive to make an effort to follow the Cross.
These remedial suggestions for common failures are
offered for possible selection, one each week of the
season.

1. Send a letter of commendation to a newspaper or TV
station for moral stand taken or praiseworthy pro-
gramming.

Stay until end of Mass rather than leave early.

Do not ridicule those who are often the butt of jokes.
Yield to others in heavy traffic.

Be considerate to clerks, waiters, etc.

Take steps to heal a long-standing feud or grudge.

o U = @I



LENTEN GUIDELINES
Abstinence: Catholics in the USA age 14 and older are
obliged to abstain from meat on Ash Wednesday, the
Fridays of Lent and Good Friday. The Church law
forbids use of meat, but does not prohibit eggs, milk
products or condiments made with animal fat.

Fasting: Catholics in the USA, from the day after their 18th
birthday until the day after their 59th birthday, are obliged
to fast on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. The Church
law allows for only one full meal a day, but does not
prohibit the taking of some food in the morning and
evening. The combined quantity of the two meals should
not exceed the quantity eaten at the full meal. The
drinking of ordinary liquids does not break the fast. NOTE:
Persons taking medication or with health concerns should
follow their doctor’s advice.

Pray/Almsgiving: Abstinence and fasting should lead
Catholics to a deeper prayer life. Almsgiving provides an
opportunity for a deeper understanding and response to
the needs of the poor.

A PRAYER FOR PENITENCE
Dear Heavenly Father, on this day and in the days ahead,
we remember that your Church, through the centuries,
has called today “Ash Wednesday.” As ashes are the
traditional symbol of penitence humility, we pray that we
may place ashes on our pride and upon everything else
that separates us from your loving will. We recall that the
prophet Isaiah long ago cried out with a broken heart, "All
we like sheep have gone astray, and everyone has turned
aside into his own way.” Forgive us, Dear Lord! We cast
ourselves entirely on your mercy and loving kindness. We
remember, too, with wondering gratitude, that you did
place upon your Son, Jesus Christ, the iniquity of us all. So,
in an amazing way which we cannot understand, “"He has
borne infirmities and carried our sorrows...wounded for
our iniquities and bruised for our sins...and that it was for
our peace that He was chastised.” Grant, Dear Father, that
we may accept with everlasting gratitude the sacrifice of
Jesus on our behalf, and your amazing love in offering
Him to us. Resolving by your grace to be new and better
persons, we shall "keep a good Lent,” doing everything
we can to help people in need. We shall renew our loyalty
to your Church and her divine mission. The Lenten
Season, dear God, is a token of our desire to be good and
to do good. We want to be sure that we speak loud and
clear for the accomplishment of all that is in your blessed
will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

earn confidence; keep a promise;
appreciate everyone; accept and love all God's children.

Please pray for our recently
deceased. Eternal rest grant unto
them, O Lord, and let perpetual light
shine upon them. May they rest in
peace. Amen.

Join us every Wednesday to pray the rosary for
peace: 11:30 a.m. at Visitation.

OUR PRAYER LIST:

Zippy, Mike Curci, Arthur & Joann Kiliany, Liam R., Luca I, Tom
O’'Brocto, Sr., Irene, Stephen H., Blue, Lisa C., Terri Griffith, Mike
Hauser, Sharon Golobish, Ronald Burke, Janet, John, Annette
Phillips, Flo M., Lisa, Lucius, Stanley P., Steven Kitko, Peggy,
Sharon & Russ Gonda, Mike, Patty & Dan Gonos, Pat, Bill, Connie
Zemba, Ray B., Andrew, Bob Sandzimier, Joann L., Knox, Phillip,
Baby Parker, Ken Keslar, Jen, Dwayne Thomas, Mary Rose,
David Gillott, Patricia Burke, Carol K., Frank Chain, David, Gene,
Elizabeth E., Don Seder, Colleen, Jeff, William Pakulski, Kathi
Kappel, Danny & Elaine Kurpiel, Brenda, Dorinda 0., Patty, Gary
French & family, Paul, Mike & Sue Ruszkowski, Liz, Brenda,
Paul, Barry Stanziana, Kitty Jensen, Donna Zemba, Ryan Snyder
& family, Margie, Jeff Kiral, Isaac Donaldson, Susan Shafley, Ken
E., Jennie Ann Hurt, Julia, Beth, Margaret Fox, Corinne M., Laurie
Deery, Susie Wiltrout, C. R., Nancy P., Brian McLaughlin, Mike H.,
Terri Ferko, Ron D., Eileen S,, Bill Vance, Laurie, Fr. Greg
Premoshis, Fr. John Moineau, Janey, Linda G., Mary Keto, Susan,
Pam, Karen, Amanda Dennis, Jadon Michael Kalp, Denise
Mastro, Rita, Kim, Mike Kristoff family, Natalie & family, James,
Natalie W. & her father, Richard P. & family, Ray, Donald B.,
George Ozegovich, Lou Zaucha, Mark Sosko, Amber Harbak,
MaryAnn, Isabel B., Elsie & Ed, Nicholas, Louise A., L.G., Logan
S., Rita, Ruth, CJ, Kim, Rita, Charles C., Richard & Sally B,
Elizabeth Kendi, Remington Bazzar, Alvin Jaworski, Beth, Mark
S., Mercedes Isola, Georgia, Debbie Poklembo, Leo R. Rudnik,
Sr., Gary Dorman, Carmen Tarasky, Louise A, Pat, Patricia
Skero, Michael Tarasky, Sr., Logan, Angela Hurt, LeeEtta, Chuck,
Christie, Malachi, Frank & Deb Plazza, Rob & family, Mary, Artie,
Loretta & Alan Ambrosa, Betty Mencer, Bridget Nitkiewicz,
Dorothy Nitkiewicz, Ginny Grenda, Ray G., R.J., Aggie Farcosky,
Judy F., Mike M., Mary Lou L., Dolores 0'Brocto, Agnes Rerko,
Chrissy Lejeune, John DiPasquale, Bertie Zaucha, Anita F.,
Christina T., Rosemary Carolen, Margie D., Linda Goodlin, Billy
C., Judy K., Mike H., Linda Koskee, Carl & Amy Schaefer, Karen
Work

Seek out a forgotten friend. Dismiss
=#| suspicion, replace it with trust; write a
LEN love letter; give a soft answer; pray;
laugh a little more; forgive all grievances;

Please pray for those actively
serving in our armed forces:
Captain Jonathan Lang, USMC
Jacob & Alex Shafley
Drew Sheldon
James Dzurica
Jared Yester

May God guide & protect them always.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



FAITH FORMATION
UPDATES
’A
fIRST COMMUNION

Preparation resumed last week.
Our next session is March 8.

CONFIRMATION

Year 2 paperwork was due February
1st.

Our Regional Reflection with the
Bishop is Wednesday, February 19
at 6pm at St. Rita’s church. An
adult must attend with each
candidate.

COMPANIONS

Our next meeting is March 5, due to
the Bishop’s Reflection with the
Confirmation candidates.

FRASSATY FELLOWSHIP

Our next meeting is February 12.
See you there!
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Weekly Offering- February 16, 2025

. Visitation Parish

e Weekly. ... $3,579
» Capital Improvements...................................... $13
8 GrOWING ..o, $30 =
» Central & Eastern Europe................................. $10 =
e ONNINE GIVING. ..o $870 =

e Weekly......oooii $4,418
E Capital Improvements...........c.ocooviiiii $20
s ONliNE giVING. oo $410 =

s Total envelopes: 157

Thank you for your generosity!

ONLINE GIVING AVAILABLE!
Please scan the appropriate QR code or go to
www.mpcatholicchurches.org.

ST. PIUS X VISITATION

VACATION R1RLE SCHOOL

We cannot have VBS without
volunteers! Contact Mary at
mallison@dioceseofgreensburg.org
if you're interested in helping!

PARTNER PARISHES OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST
AND ST. JOSEPH 2025 ANNUAL FISH FRY

March 5,7, 14,21, 28 and April 4 & 11
11 a.m.-6 p.m.
St. John's school hall
501 S. Broadway St., Scottdale, PA 15683
Take Out and Eat In: 724-887-7013
Fax orders to 724-887-9550

Dinners: baked or fried fish with veg, mac &
cheese and coleslaw, $15
Sandwiches, fish fillets, kids’ meals and more
also available!

View this bulletin online at www.Discovermass.com



ONCE AGAIN, IT IS THE SEASON FOR FISH FRIES! The
famous St. Pius Fish dinners are being planned and
will be served each Friday during Lent from March 7
through April 11. The menu will consist of baked /fried
fish, mac & cheese, green beans, coleslaw, breadstick,
homemade desserts and a drink. A fish sandwich will
also be
available each week. The dinners will be $15, while the
sandwiches with coleslaw, dessert and drink will be
$11. Children’s meals will also be available.

To help plate the dinners, donations of green beans,
butter, oil and flour are needed. As always,
monetary donations are welcome. All contributions
may be delivered to the parish office. When dinners
begin, desserts will be welcome on Fridays in the
school hall. On the Fridays during the Lenten
dinners, desserts can be dropped off at the school hall.
Your generosity is appreciated.

Won'’t be long until we join together for a delicious fish
dinner! All are encouraged to join the crew to help
serve on Fridays. Call the office or sign up in the back
of the church. Your help is needed and much
appreciated. Come join the fun!

st. PiusX Lenten

Weekly
warch 7. 40rit 11 TlSNANNCLS
4-7PM

M enu Dine-In or Take-Out

Baked or Fried Fish, Mac & Cheese

Green Beans, Coleslaw, Breadstick S1S
Baked or Fried Fish Sandwich

on a Bun, Coleslaw S11
Kids’ Menu

Baked or Fried Fish, Mac & Cheese,
Green Beans, Applesauce, Breadstick

SS

Without Fish S6

Dessert & Drink served with all meals

§t. Pius X Social Hall 222 Summit S$t., Mt. Pleasant, PA
For More Information Call 724-547-1911

7
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