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Mass Schedule

   Saturday: Visitation at 4:00 p.m.; St. Pius X at 6:00 p.m.                                                                   
   Sunday: Visitation at 8:30 a.m.; St. Pius X at 10:30 a.m.

Daily (weekday) Mass: Visitation at 7:00 a.m.

Pastor: The Very Rev. Paul A. Lisik, V.F.
plisik@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Parochial Vicars: Rev. Peter Guardiano, Rev. Edwin Rubido, Rev. Craig Alexander, Rev. John Torres
pguardiano…, erubido…, calexander...jtorres…@dioceseofgreensburg.org



OUR STAFF

Facilities and Business Manager: Joy Wallace
jwallace@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Administrative Assistant: Erin Knizner
eknizner@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Maintenance Supervisor: Joe Bauer
jbauer@dioceseofgreensburg.org 

Director of Liturgical Music: Melissa Swift
mswift@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Regional Director of Faith Formation: Mary Allison
mallison@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Office Assistant: Theresa Turner
tdturner@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Cleaning Specialist/Janitor: Rich Kujawa
rkujawa@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Mass Intentions

Mon. 12/9 ~ HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION, FEAST 

OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

Visitation 7:00 a.m. Robert Kovacs & all suffering                                               

from cancer– Carl & Barbara Kovacs

St. Pius X 12:00 p.m. Stephen M. Zubach– wife &

Family

Visitation 6:00 p.m. Edward Michael Pytlak-

M/M David S. Brooks                                                   

Tues. 12/10 Visitation             

7:00 a.m. Joseph R. Kocis– Andrea Dexter

Dolores Solinski– Susan, Pat, Patrick &

Lauren O’Brien                                               

Wed. 12/11 Visitation

7:00 a.m. James Tylka– your loving family

John & Margaret Balena– Ed & Charlotte

Hendricks                      

Thu. 12/12 Visitation

7:00 a.m. Richard Sofranko– family

Dolores Solinski– Rita Gyurke                              

Fri. 12/13  Visitation 

7:00 a.m. deceased members of the Borek family-

Shawn, Michelle, Caleb & Clara Stewart

Dr. James Gyurke– Denny & Patty Gaal                            

Sat. 12/14 Visitation

4:00 p.m. Joseph Shibilsky– family                                                                     

St. Pius X

6:00 p.m. Steve Melega– daughters                                                           

Sun. 12/15 Visitation

8:30 a.m. Pro populo                                                   

St. Pius X

10:30 a.m. Michael Kaczmarek– Tom Gasior                                                        
Candles  this  Week    

St. Pius X

Sanctuary– Pete L. Ricotta– Marie

Blessed Mother– James Tylka– family                                                                                                           

St. Joseph– Ginny Grenda– Newill family                                                           

Our Lady of Czestochowa– Delores Bozzarelli– Newill

family

Visitation

Blessed Mother– Ray & Karen Newill, 50th wedding

anniversary                                                      

St. Joseph– William Tucci– Dennis Kozar

Ministry of the Altar

Sat. 12/14  Visitation 4 p.m. 
Greeters: volunteers
Lector: Kate Bannon

E.M.: Suzanne Caletri, Vince Mascia, Donna Zemba
Servers: Lily S., Clara & Caleb S.
Cantor: Eric Harris

St. Pius X 6 p.m.
Greeters: volunteers
Lector: Joe Klocek
E.M.: Emily Sestak, Cindy & Dan Copeland, Chris D.
Servers: Braxton P., Ella B., Michael F.
Cantor: Kathy Demagall

Sun. 12/15 Visitation 8:30 a.m. 

Greeters: volunteers
Lector: Denise Moyemont
E.M.: Joann Maholtz, Patricia Peretti, volunteer
Servers: Sophie & Addison G., Bobby S.
Cantor: Peggy Tepper

St. Pius X 10:30 a.m.
Greeters: volunteers
Lector: Lori Ann Chaussinand
E.M.: Sr. Juliana, Theresa S., Connie B., Kristen R. 
Servers: Lucas P., Michael H., volunteer
Cantor: Kristen Felentzer/choir

Confessions heard at Visitation every 
Saturday, beginning at 3:15 p.m. and the first 

Saturday of the month at St. Pius X, beginning 
at 12:00 p.m.

St. Vincent de Paul, Mt. Pleasant:  Please call 
724-547-0413 for local assistance.
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Notes from our Pastor, 
Fr. Paul:

PERMANENT DIACONATE IN THE DIOCESE OF 
GREENSBURG Our diocese has had permanent 
deacons since 2009, but due to their limited
number, they have never had the opportunity to 
serve in the majority of the 78 parishes.  In order to 
introduce us to their role in the church, on
December 7 and December 8, Deacon Bill 
Newhouse, the Associate Director of the Office for 
the Permanent Diaconate will be visiting our
parishes and serving as deacon at our Masses.
Following the Masses, Deacon Bill will be available 
to speak about the Permanent Diaconate and to 
answer any questions that one might have
regarding their formation and ministry.  

The Permanent Diaconate is one of the three
degrees of ordained ministers in the Church:
Bishops, Priests and Deacons.  The restoration of 
the Permanent Diaconate occurred in 1967
following the Second Vatican Council.  Permanent 
Deacons in the Diocese of Greensburg will have 
participated in a formation program for at least 5 
years.  During this time, one seeking to serve as a 
deacon requires intellectual, pastoral, human and 
spiritual formation.  As stated in the USCCB’s
National Directory for the Formation, Ministry and 
Life of the Permanent Deacon, “The deacon, as a 
servant of the Church’s ministry of charity and
justice, helps the faith community to understand 
and carry out its baptismal responsibilities.”  The 
entire Church is called by Christ to serve, and the 
Deacon—by virtue of his sacramental ordination and 
through his various ministries—is to be a leader in a 
servant Church.  Notably, the ministry of the
Deacon needs to be carried out in communion with 
the Bishop and his Presbyterate, those in charge of 
the care of souls under their authority.
______________________________________________

JUST A REMINDER, there is an envelope in this 
month’s packet for Christmas flowers.  Donations 

may be given in memory of a 
deceased loved one, the sick, 
or your own intentions.  Two 
special Masses will be
celebrated at Christmas for all 
who gave to the Christmas 
flower fund. 

THE FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF 
OUR LADY On Monday, December 9, we celebrate the 
Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception of Our Lady.  
The solemnity of the
conception of Mary falls 
nine months before the 
celebration of her birth 
on September 8.  Mary’s 
conception day became 
a feast in the seventh 
century.  The Church 
teaches that Mary was 
free from sin from the 
moment she was
conceived.  This special 
grace prepared her to be 
the Mother of God.  Mary 
did not earn this freedom 
in any way.  It was simply a gift bestowed by God.  The 
medieval scholar Duns Scotus explains that “no one owes 
more to Christ than Mary, the Immaculate One.”  The 
date of this feast is December 8 but because it falls on 
the Second Sunday of Advent this year, the observance 
of the Solemnity is transferred to Monday, December 9.  
Because of this, the obligation to attend Mass does
transfer and therefore there is an obligation to attend 
Mass on this Monday.  If you would like to attend Mass 
on Monday, December 9, the Mass schedule is as
follows:
 7 a.m. Visitation
 12 p.m. St. Pius X
 6 p.m. Visitation
___________________________________________________

THE CHRISTMAS COLLECTION in our parishes has 
always been a tradition of your generosity to our 
parishes!  Your continued and increased generosity 
will help us to meet some large bills and
assessments that are due at this time of the year.  
We once again ask you to be as generous as you 
can, and may the Christ Child continue to bless and 
reward you. The Christmas Feast commemorates 
the gift given to each of us by God without question 
of our merit or eligibility.  Your support is needed 
this year during the Children and Family Services 
Appeal.  Please help change the future of a child 
with your gift in the second collection at Christmas.  
Thank you!  Please be as generous as you are able.  
Also, as you should well know, the heating bills are 
starting to rise with the cold weather.  Please
continue to be giving every weekend and most
especially, at Christmas.
______________________________________________

Those whose hearts are pure are the temples of the Holy 
Spirit.  ~St. Lucy
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In & Around Our Neighborhood...

PREPARE FOR CHRISTMAS by attending the St. 
Pius X Holy Name Society’s Advent Night of
Reflection on THURSDAY, DECEMBER 12, from 6-
7:30 p.m. at St. Pius X. The Rosary will be recited 
at 5:35 p.m.  Kate Parkinson, Bishop Kulick’s
Assistant, will be the featured speaker.  She has 
been involved with the National Eucharistic Revival 
and has a Master’s degree in Ecclesial Ministry.  
She will discuss the Eucharist and how it has
affected her life.  No cost to attend, and all are 

SCOTTDALE AREA 
CHORAL SOCIETY 
Christmas concerts 
presented on the 
dates below:

SUNDAY, DEC. 8 at 
Perryopolis United Methodist Church, Perryopolis, 
PA;
MONDAY, DEC. 9 at Grace Fellowship Church,
Everson, PA;
SUNDAY, DEC. 15 at St. Pius X Roman Catholic 
Church, Mt. Pleasant, PA;
MONDAY, DEC. 16 at Cochran Methodist Church, 
Dawson, PA.

Musical pieces will include sacred music based on 
well-known Christmas melodies.  All concerts begin 
at 7 p.m., and admission is free, although freewill 
offerings will be taken to support the program.  

OPLATKI (Christmas wafers) will be available in our 
churches and at the parish office. Each packet
contains four individual wafers.

REGIONAL PENANCE SERVICES

• Visitation: Wed., Dec. 11, 
7:00 p.m.

• St. Florian (United): Mon., 
Dec.16, 6:30 p.m.

• St. John (Connellsville): Tue., Dec. 17, 7:00 p.m.
• St. Aloysius (Dunbar): Thu., Dec. 19, 7:00 p.m.
• St. John (Scottdale): Sat., Dec. 21, 11:00 a.m.

ANNUAL CHILDREN & FAMILY SERVICES APPEAL
collection to support the work of Catholic Charities 
of the Diocese of Greensburg will be taken at all 
Christmas Masses in the diocese December 24 & 
25.  Christmas reminds us of the gift of God’s own 
Son, Jesus Christ, given to each of us without
question of our merit or eligibility.  You are asked to 
support this appeal and make your contribution to 
help change the  future of an individual, family, or 
child this season.

ST. JOSEPH HOLY NAME SOCIETY (Everson) will 
host a Wigilia dinner (Christmas Eve dinner) on
Saturday, December 14th at 6 p.m. Authentic 
Polish food will be served.  Mass will be at 4 p.m. at 
St. Joseph, and dinner will be at 6 p.m. in the social 
hall.  Tickets cost $40 and are limited.  Call the
parish office at 724-887-6321 or Stan Komenda at 
724-550-3966 for more info or to purchase tickets.

The Visitation Christian Mothers are planning 

their Christmas celebration at the Aaron’s Building, 
139 Pittsburgh St., Connellsville, PA.  The venue 
will be fully decorated for the holidays, and I
believe all will be pleased.  The date of the
celebration is December 19. The 
arrival time is 6:00 p.m.  The cost 
of the members’ dinner is $15, 
which can be paid upon arrival.  
Please contact Theresa Toczek 
(725-547-2565), or Philomena
Polanovsky (724-547-8668), if 
planning to attend by December 
11th.  Thanks, Jan.

Aquinas Academy of Greensburg will be selling 
2025 Lottery calendars after Mass at Visitation on 
December 14 & 15 and at St. Pius X December 21 
& 22.  Winners are picked daily on the PA Big 4 
drawing at 7 p.m.!  Cost $25.

The ST. PIUS X CHRISTIAN MOTHERS is going to
celebrate the birth of Christ with a BETHLEHEM
DINNER. We will enjoy a new Christmas tradition of 
eating foods typical in the time and region of Jesus’ 
birth in Bethlehem.  Mark your calendar for Wed., 
Dec. 18th at 6 p.m. in the social hall. Remember, new 
members are always welcome!  Please RSVP to Pam 
at 724-454-5917 by December 15th.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Zippy, Mike Curci, Arthur & Joann Kiliany, Liam R., Luca I., Tom 
O’Brocto, Sr., Irene, Stephen H., Blue, Lisa C., Terri Griffith, Mike 
Hauser, Sharon Golobish, Ronald Burke, Janet, John, Annette 
Phillips, Flo M., Lisa, Lucius, Stanley P., Steven Kitko, Louann Y., 
Peggy, Sharon & Russ Gonda, Mike, Patty & Dan Gonos, Pat, Bill, 
Connie Zemba, Ray B., Andrew, Bob Sandzimier, Joann L., Knox, 
Phillip, Baby Parker, Ken Keslar, Jen, Dwayne Thomas, Mary 
Rose, David Gillott, Patricia Burke, Carol K., Frank Chain, David, 
Gene, Elizabeth E., Don Seder, Colleen, Jeff, William Pakulski, 
Kathi Kappel, Danny & Elaine Kurpiel, Brenda, Dorinda O., Patty, 
Gary French & family, Paul, Mike Ruszkowski, Liz, Brenda, Paul, 
Barry Stanziana, Kitty Jensen, Donna Zemba, Ryan Snyder & 
family, Margie, Sue Ruszkowski, Jeff Kiral, Isaac
Donaldson, Susan Shafley, Ken E., Jennie Ann Hurt, Julia, Beth, 
Margaret Fox, Corinne M., Laurie Deery, Susie Wiltrout, C. R., 
Nancy P., Brian McLaughlin, Mike H., Terri Ferko, Ron D., Eileen 
S., Bill Vance, Laurie, Fr. Greg Premoshis, Fr. John Moineau, 
Janey, Linda G., Mary Keto, Susan, Pam, Karen, Amanda Dennis, 
Jadon Michael Kalp, Denise Mastro, Rita, Kim, Mike Kristoff
family, Natalie & family, James, Natalie W. & her father, Richard 
P. & family, Ray, Donald B., George Ozegovich, Lou Zaucha, Mark 
Sosko, Amber Harbak, MaryAnn, Isabel B., Elsie & Ed, Nicholas, 
Louise A., L.G., Logan S., Rita, Ruth, CJ, Kim, Rita, Charles C., 
Richard & Sally B., Elizabeth Kendi, Remington Bazzar, Alvin 
Jaworski, Beth, Mark S., Mercedes Isola, Georgia, Debbie 
Poklembo, Leo R. Rudnik, Sr., Gary Dorman, Carmen Tarasky, 
Louise A., Pat, Patricia Skero, Michael Tarasky, Sr., Logan,
Angela Hurt, LeeEtta, Chuck, Christie, Malachi, Frank & Deb 
Plazza, Rob & family, Mary, Artie, Loretta & Alan Ambrosa, Betty 
Mencer, Bridget Nitkiewicz, Dorothy Nitkiewicz, Ginny Grenda, 
Ray G., James P., R.J., Aggie Farcosky, Judy F., Mike M., Mary Lou 
L., Dolores O’Brocto, Agnes Rerko, Chrissy Lejeune, John 
DiPasquale, Bertie Zaucha, Anita F., Christina T., Rosemary
Carolen, Margie D., Linda Goodlin, Billy C., Judy K., Valerie
Thomas, Mike H.

Please pray for our recently 
deceased. Eternal rest grant unto 

them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 
shine upon them. May they rest in 

peace.  Amen.

Join us every Wednesday to pray the rosary for 
peace: 11:30 a.m. at Visitation.

Please pray for those actively
serving in our armed forces: 

Captain Jonathan Lang, USMC
Stephen Shallenberger
Jacob & Alex Shafley
Drew Sheldon
James Dzurica
Jared Yester

May God guide & protect them always.

OUR PRAYER LIST:

ADVENT—AS AN UNSENTIMENTAL JOURNEY
Is New Light Possible?

“A light shines in the darkness!” Isaiah foretold it. Jesus 
lived it.  John proclaimed it.  Advent is a season of
dawning light.—Do these words have any practical
meaning for us?  Do we honestly expect to see any new 
light?  Or is the season meaningless sentimentality, a kind 
of vain hope?  Advent calls us to be expectant, to look at 
ways in which Christ’s coming can make our lives more 
whole.  If, in doing this, we find things that we wish were 
different, do we genuinely feel that change is possible?  
Change does not come just by willing it. Often, we need 
some new insight to give us a fresh start.  But will that 
light and insight come?  

Advent has a way of surprising us.  At times, its light may 
be like that of a shooting star, visible for a short time but 
beautiful, if we are alert and ready to see it. Light often 
comes when we feel that our darkness is greatest.  People 
in therapy may be in deep despair when, during
conversation, suddenly a new perspective changes
everything around.  A lonely night at home is transformed 
by a loving phone call.  Advent’s light can come in the 
same way.  The old expression, “Where there is life, there 
is hope,” might be changed to say, “Where there is light, 
there is hope.”  Be open to see the light, wherever,
whenever and however it may come for you, for light can 
make a difference.  Advent assures us that God’s light, like 
the sunlight, is renewed again and again. There is light 
somewhere that can bring brightness and vitality within 
whatever darkness may be found in your life.  Look for it 
with expectation and with prayer, for “those who ask,
receive, and those who seek, find.”

THE “SIGN OF REVERENCE” for Communion In 1967
Roman document permitted bishops of a country to
determine practices related to the Eucharist.  The
document stated that it was appropriate that a
communicant, when receiving communion standing, 
make a sign of reverence, to be determined according to 
local culture.  The US bishops have now stated that a “bow 
of the head” is the normative sign of reverence both
before receiving the consecrated host and before drinking 
from the chalice.  The norm for the reception of Holy 
Communion in the dioceses of the US is standing.
Communicants shouldn’t be denied Holy Communion 
because they kneel.  Rather, such instances should be
addressed pastorally, by providing the faithful with
reasons for this norm.  It isn’t acceptable practice to dip 
the host into the Precious Blood: Dipping the host into the 
precious blood is, in effect, giving communion to oneself.  
Self-communication is not permitted.  The taking of the 
consecrated host and drinking the precious blood is a 
strong public profession of belief in the presence of
Jesus in the sacrament and in the community.  There is a 
danger that the consecrated host might be dropped while 
walking to the cup or that the consecrated wine might drip 
from the host.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



VISITATIONST. PIUS X

ONLINE GIVING AVAILABLE!
Please scan the appropriate QR code or go to 

www.mpcatholicchurches.org.

Weekly Offering– November 24, 2024
Visitation Parish
Weekly……...……………………………………….$4,326
Capital Improvements...………………………………$28
Growing………………………………………………...$30
Accent…………………………………………………..$25
Christmas flowers……………………………………...$50
Diocesan Poverty Relief……………………………….$83
Retired Religious………………………………………$40
Thanksgiving for our blessings…………………….$500
Mission co-op………………………………………$1,352
Online giving…………………………………………$355
Total envelopes: 169

St. Pius X Parish
Weekly…………….………………………………...$5,206
Capital Improvements………………………………...$60
Christmas flowers…………………………………….$120
Diocesan Poverty Relief……………………………..$110
Mission co-op………………………………………$1,349
Online giving…………………………………………$267
Total envelopes: -

Thank you for your generosity!

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



I ask you to take time amidst everything to plan on attending a Christmas Mass here at Visitation or St. 
Pius X.  We believe with the various times, you will be able to plan to attend one of our parishes ’

Christmas liturgies as we celebrate this Holy Day together.  I share the Christmas schedule with you this 
week so that you may prepare your personal schedule.  ~Fr. Paul

CHRISTMAS EVE & CHRISTMAS DAY

4:00 p.m. St. Pius X
6:00 p.m. Visitation

12:00 a.m./midnight Visitation (25th)
10:30 a.m. St. Pius X (25th)

The parish office will be closed December 24, 25, 26 & 27.  

SAINT LUCY: This Friday, December 13,
we celebrate the feast day of St. Lucy.  According to 

legend, St. Lucy was a young woman born in
Syracuse, Italy.  One day she went to the shrine of St. 

Agatha in Catania with her mother, who suffered 
from uncontrolled bleeding. While praying at the 
shrine, Lucy’s mother was cured.  Lucy decided to 

give up her worldly goods to serve the poor, took a 
vow of virginity, and broke off her impending

marriage to a young nobleman in order to give her 
life entirely to God.  Her suitor was incensed at her 

action and accused her before the Roman consul of 
being a Christian who would not honor the laws of 
the Empire. Bravely confessing her faith, Lucy was 

sentenced to be tortured by fire and boiling oil. She 
was unmoved by the ordeal and showed no sign of 

weakness.  “God has granted that I should bear these 
things in order to free the faithful from the fear of 
suffering,” she said.  Though a sword was thrust 

through her throat, the young girl lived until
Communion was brought to her for her final journey 
to heaven.  She died during the persecution under 

Emperor Diocletian in 304.

THIS THURSDAY, DECEMBER 12, IS THE FEAST OF 
OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE. Every year pilgrims 
stream to a great church near Mexico City. There, 

over the altar, is a simple tilma (a cloak) made from 
two pieces of cactus cloth.  Though that kind of 

cloth seldom lasts 20 years, this tilma has survived 
intact for centuries.  In 1531, the tilma belonged to 

Juan Diego, an Aztec Indian. Juan had been
baptized a Christian after the Spanish invaded

Mexico. One December morning he was walking 
past an old shrine of the Aztec goddess of the corn 
harvest. The Spanish had smashed the shrine and 

named the place Guadalupe. There Juan saw a
vision of Mary, the Mother of God. She was dressed 
as an Aztec princess. She had olive skin and black 
hair like an Aztec. She was clothed in magnificent 

colors. Around her waist was a sash, which women 
wore when they were pregnant.  

Mary spoke to Juan with affection.  She gave him a 
message for the local Bishop.  Mary wanted the 
Bishop to build a Church where she stood.  She 
promised to grant help to all who called on her 

there.  When Juan Diego delivered the message, 
the Bishop didn’t believe him.  Mary provided a 
sign to take to the Bishop.  She guided Juan to a 
spot where wild roses were blooming.  He was 

amazed to see roses in winter.
Juan Diego gathered an armful of the flowers into 

his cloak and hurried off to show them to the
Bishop. But when he opened his tilma in the

Bishop’s house, an even more amazing sign had 
been provided. Somehow the image of Mary, just 
as she looked when she appeared to Juan, filled 

the tilma. The Mother of God brought bright
message, one of hope and compassion. In the
seven years following her appearances, eight

million Aztecs were baptized. Since then many
miracles have been credited to her. Peace treaties 
have been signed in the Church built in her honor. 

She is the patron of Mexico. She is honored 
throughout the Americas and all  over the world.
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