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Mass Schedule

   Saturday: Visitation at 4:00 p.m.; St. Pius X at 6:00 p.m.                                                                   
   Sunday: Visitation at 8:30 a.m.; St. Pius X at 10:30 a.m.

Daily (weekday) Mass: Visitation at 7:00 a.m.

Pastor: The Very Rev. Paul A. Lisik, V.F.
plisik@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Parochial Vicars: Rev. Peter Guardiano, Rev. Edwin Rubido, Rev. Craig Alexander, Rev. John Torres
pguardiano…, erubido…, calexander...jtorres…@dioceseofgreensburg.org
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OUR STAFF

Facilities and Business Manager: Joy Wallace
jwallace@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Administrative Assistant: Erin Knizner
eknizner@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Maintenance Supervisor: Joe Bauer
jbauer@dioceseofgreensburg.org 

Director of Liturgical Music: Melissa Swift
mswift@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Regional Director of Faith Formation: Mary Allison
mallison@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Office Assistant: Theresa Turner
tdturner@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Cleaning Specialist/Janitor: Rich Kujawa
rkujawa@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Mass Intentions

Mon. 12/2 Visitation

7:00 a.m. Frances Secorie– Tim, Desiree & Andy                                                

Bernard Atz– wife, Nancy Atz & family

Tues. 12/3 Visitation             

7:00 a.m. Joan Wawrzyniak– Barbara Steich

Tom Stepansky– Lewandowski family 

Wed. 12/4 Visitation

7:00 a.m. Frank & Mary Kuzar, Patty Jaworski & 

Don Orlando– Joan Orlando & family

James Gyurke– FCSLA Life Branch 44

Thu. 12/5 Visitation

7:00 a.m. Carl Henn– Schaefer family

Claudia Guldenschuh– Cindy Grady

Fri. 12/6  Visitation 

7:00 a.m. Joseph Lesko– Rose & Chuck Overly

Dr. James Gyurke– Diane Lucia 

Sat. 12/7 Visitation

4:00 p.m. Landon Perks– Mom, Dad, Mason & Emily                                                                   

St. Pius X

6:00 p.m. Pro populo

Sun. 12/8 Visitation

8:30 a.m. Felix & Frances Zaffina– family                                                      

St. Pius X

10:30 a.m. deceased members of the Maroon family-

daughter, Barbara

Candles  this  Week    

St. Pius X
Sanctuary– Marian Kitta– Kim Sirianna

Blessed Mother– Marian Kitta– Veronica Kubasky                                                                                                            

St. Joseph– Bob & Cindy Cronin– Paul & Peggy Tepper                                                            

Our Lady of Czestochowa– Elizabeth Lucotch– Newill

family

Visitation
Blessed Mother– living & deceased members of the

Visitation Rosary Altar Society– V.R.A.S.                                                                                                                     

St. Joseph– Landon Perks– Mom, Dad, Mason & Emily

Madonna & Child– Rita Mae Smith– Sue & Paul Vanella

Ministry of the Altar

Sat. 12/7  Visitation 4 p.m. 

Greeters: volunteers

Lector: Brian Hunter 

E.M.: Vince Mascia, Barb Sandzimier, Ray Gamrat 

Servers: Colton & Lauren G., Owen S.

Cantor: Kristin Guynn

St. Pius X 6 p.m.

Greeters: volunteers

Lector: Colleen Pernelli

E.M.: Hank Rose, Kim Sirianna, Sue C., Barbara D.

Servers: Ella B., Sophia & Ava C.

Cantor: Joanne Geckle

Sun. 12/8 Visitation 8:30 a.m. 

Greeters: volunteers

Lector: Stanley Kapella

E.M.: Donna Zemba, Al Dawson, volunteer

Servers: Langdon & Amelia T., Eric D.

Cantor: Phil Brown/choir

St. Pius X 10:30 a.m.

Greeters: volunteers

Lector: John DiPasquale

E.M.: Ted C., Andrea P., Audrey S., Sr. Anna Maria

Servers: Michael H., volunteers

Cantor: Kathy Demagall

Confessions heard at Visitation every 
Saturday, beginning at 3:15 p.m. and the first 

Saturday of the month at St. Pius X, beginning 
at 12:00 p.m.

St. Vincent de Paul, Mt. Pleasant:  Please call 
724-547-0413 for local assistance.

LECTORS: Please pick up your new workbooks in 
the sacristy of your respective church.  Thank you for 
your willingness to proclaim the Word of God!

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Notes from our Pastor, 
Fr. Paul:

ADVENT—AS AN UNSENTIMENTAL JOURNEY Does
Advent come to you with an “Ah!”—or with an “Aha!?”

Either would be better than a “Ho-
hum!” The arrival of Advent heralds 
the beginning of a new year, a new 
“Christian Year” of remembering the 
events of Jesus’ life and ministry. 
Specifically, it invites us to spend time 
in preparation for the good news that 
comes with Jesus’ birth.  An “Ah!” 
response might indicate a nostalgic 
feeling of remembering past Advents 
and the excitement of the pre-

Christmas season.  An “Aha!” points to seeing this time 
as a challenge or an opportunity. The “Ah!” is a
sentimental journey, the “Aha!” an unsentimental one.  
There is nothing wrong with sentiment, but Advent can 
be more meaningful, if we look at it as an opportunity.

Advent challenges us to look at our actions, our daily 
activities and or attitudes with careful scrutiny.  Just as it 
is good to have a regular physical examination, so it is 
good to have a spiritual examination to remedy any ills 
that exist and take steps to prevent others from
developing.  The Advent season says to us: look at your 
total picture realistically. Step aside and see what is really 
going on.  Face both the good and the bad and then 
see how God’s guidance might make your life more 
whole. Perhaps, the best way to start this unsentimental 
journey is to ask ourselves some practical questions.  In 
absolute honesty, are you the person you want to be?  
Do your daily actions and attitude reflect the values you 
hold to be important?  Most of us find some negative 
answers to such questions.  If so, then this is the world 
into which Christ comes for you. Use this season to
explore ways into which the light of Christ might
brighten your life, both with new directions and new
insights.  

THE ADVENT WREATH
Its Symbols—Its Meanings

 The wreath, a circle, expresses God’s unending eter-
nity.

 Evergreen symbolizes God’s unchangeableness and 
our immortality.

 Four candles, one for each week of Advent, repre-
sent the many hundreds of years during which peo-
ple awaited the Redeemer.

 Violet candles and ribbon remind us of longing ex-
pectation.

 The rose candle symbolizes joy and hope in awaiting 
the birth of Jesus.  

 Red ribbon stands for Jesus’ blood shed on the 
cross.  

JUST A REMINDER, 
there is an envelope in
December’s packet for 
Christmas flowers and
decorations.  We will 
continue to accept them 
throughout the coming 
weeks.  Donations may be given in memory of a
deceased loved one, the sick, your own intentions, 
etc.

THE FEAST OF ST. NICHOLAS— This Friday,
December 6, is the Feast of St. Nicholas.  Nicholas 
may be the most popular saint of all time.
Thousands of churches are named after him.  He 
seems to be portrayed by artists more than any
other saint, with the exception of Mary.  Nicholas 
was the bishop of the city of Myra in Asia Minor, in 
what is now the nation of Turkey.  Centuries after he 
died, his bones were brought to the city of Bari in 
Italy.  People came to his tomb to pray and many 
were healed of their illnesses.  According to a
legend, when Nicholas was a baby and his parents 
brought him to church to be baptized, he jumped 
eagerly into the water.  When he grew up and was 
named bishop, he became known as the “wonder 
maker.”  He could heal the sick and calm storms.  

A story is told about a 
man who was so poor 
that he could no longer 
buy food for his family.  
He was going to sell his 
daughters into slavery so 
they would not starve.  
Bishop Nicholas found 
out about this. So at 
night he tossed three 
bags of gold into their 
house through a
window.  In many places, 
families are visited today by someone dressed up 
like St. Nicholas.  His visit is usually scary.  He is
accompanied by a devil, who snorts and groans and 
who rattles chains.  Bishop Nicholas tells each
person in the family about the things they do 
wrong, and he encourages them to do better in the 
coming year.  When he leaves, there is a feast.
Tangerines are eaten as reminders of the gold he 
gave to help the poor women.  Candy canes are 
reminders of his crosier, the shepherd’s staff that 
bishops carry.   

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



In & Around Our Neighborhood...

PREPARE FOR CHRISTMAS by attending the St. 
Pius X Holy Name Society’s Advent Night of
Reflection on THURSDAY, DECEMBER 12, from 6-
7:30 p.m. at St. Pius X. The Rosary will be recited 
at 5:35 p.m.  Kate Parkinson, Bishop Kulick’s
Assistant, will be the featured speaker.  She has 
been involved with the National Eucharistic Revival 
and has a Master’s degree in Ecclesial Ministry.  
She will discuss the Eucharist and how it has
affected her life.  No cost to attend, and all are 
welcome!

SCOTTDALE AREA 
CHORAL SOCIETY 
Christmas concerts 
presented on the 
dates below:

SUNDAY, DEC. 8 at 
Perryopolis United Methodist Church, Perryopolis, 
PA;
MONDAY, DEC. 9 at Grace Fellowship Church,
Everson, PA;
SUNDAY, DEC. 15 at St. Pius X Roman Catholic 
Church, Mt. Pleasant, PA;
MONDAY, DEC. 16 at Cochran Methodist Church, 
Dawson, PA.

Musical pieces will include sacred music based on 
well-known Christmas melodies.  All concerts begin 
at 7 p.m., and admission is free, although freewill 
offerings will be taken to support the program.  

Please note, beginning the first Sunday (weekend) 
of Advent, OPLATKI (Christmas wafers) will be
available in our churches.  Please be aware that a 
donation of at least $3.00 is asked for each packet 
of Christmas wafers, which contain four wafers.  

IN ORDER TO LET YOU PLAN AHEAD: The Mass 
schedule for the Holy Day of Obligation, Monday, 
December 9th, is as follows: 
MT. PLEASANT
 7 a.m. Visitation
 12 p.m. St. Pius X
 6 p.m. Visitation

SCOTTDALE/EVERSON
 9 a.m. St. John 
 6 p.m. St. Joseph

CONNELLSVILLE/DUNBAR
 8 a.m. St. Rita
 8:30 a.m. St. Aloysius
 9:30 a.m. IC
 6:30 p.m. St. John 

REGIONAL PENANCE
SERVICES These are some of 
the Advent Regional Penance 
Services scheduled during this 
season.  Please set aside some 
time during this busy season 

for confession.  There will be extra priests at these 
services to accommodate the penitents.

 THURSDAY, Dec. 5– St. Raymond’s, Donegal, 
6:30 p.m.

 WEDNESDAY, Dec. 11– Visitation, Mt. Pleasant, 
7:00 p.m.

 MONDAY, Dec. 16– St. Florian’s, United, 6:30 
p.m.

 TUESDAY, Dec. 17– St. John’s, Connellsville, 
7:00 p.m.

 THURSDAY, Dec. 19– St. Aloysius, Dunbar, 7:00 
p.m.

 SATURDAY, Dec. 21– St. Joseph’s, Everson, 
11:00 a.m.

PLEASE REMEMBER in your 
prayers the children in second 
grade who will be celebrating 
their First Reconciliation on 
December 14 at St. Aloysius 
Church.  May they be filled 
with every joy and grace from 
the healing mercy of Christ.

HOLIDAY BULLETIN SUBMISSION DEADLINES For the  
December 15 bulletin, by DEC. 5; December 22
bulletin, by DEC. 12; December 29 bulletin, by DEC. 16; 
January 5 bulletin, by DEC. 21.  Thank you for your
cooperation!  We will include as much as space permits.

AN IN-PERSON VIRTUS CLASS will be hosted by St. 
Raymond of the Mountains Parish in Donegal on 
SATURDAY, December 7 at 9:30 a.m.  A notary will 
also be present. Please RSVP to
bpospisil@dioceseofgreensburg.org by December 5.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Zippy, Mike Curci, Arthur & Joann Kiliany, Liam R., Luca I., Tom 
O’Brocto, Sr., Irene, Stephen H., Blue, Lisa C., Terri Griffith, Mike 
Hauser, Sharon Golobish, Ronald Burke, Janet, John, Annette 
Phillips, Flo M., Lisa, Lucius, Stanley P., Steven Kitko, Louann Y., 
Peggy, Sharon & Russ Gonda, Mike, Patty & Dan Gonos, Pat, Bill, 
Connie Zemba, Ray B., Andrew, Bob Sandzimier, Joann L., Knox, 
Phillip, Baby Parker, Ken Keslar, Jen, Dwayne Thomas, Mary 
Rose, David Gillott, Patricia Burke, Carol K., Frank Chain, David, 
Gene, Elizabeth E., Don Seder, Colleen, Jeff, William Pakulski, 
Kathi Kappel, Danny & Elaine Kurpiel, Brenda, Dorinda O., Patty, 
Gary French & family, Paul, Mike Ruszkowski, Liz, Brenda, Paul, 
Barry Stanziana, Kitty Jensen, Donna Zemba, Ryan Snyder & 
family, Margie, Sue Ruszkowski, Jeff Kiral, Isaac
Donaldson, Susan Shafley, Ken E., Jennie Ann Hurt, Julia, Beth, 
Margaret Fox, Corinne M., Laurie Deery, Susie Wiltrout, C. R., 
Nancy P., Brian McLaughlin, Mike H., Terri Ferko, Ron D., Eileen 
S., Bill Vance, Laurie, Fr. Greg Premoshis, Fr. John Moineau, 
Janey, Linda G., Mary Keto, Susan, Pam, Karen, Amanda Dennis, 
Jadon Michael Kalp, Denise Mastro, Rita, Kim, Mike Kristoff
family, Natalie & family, James, Natalie W. & her father, Richard 
P. & family, Ray, Donald B., George Ozegovich, Lou Zaucha, Mark 
Sosko, Amber Harbak, MaryAnn, Isabel B., Elsie & Ed, Nicholas, 
Louise A., L.G., Logan S., Rita, Ruth, CJ, Kim, Rita, Charles C., 
Richard & Sally B., Elizabeth Kendi, Remington Bazzar, Alvin 
Jaworski, Beth, Mark S., Mercedes Isola, Georgia, Debbie 
Poklembo, Leo R. Rudnik, Sr., Gary Dorman, Carmen Tarasky, 
Louise A., Pat, Patricia Skero, Michael Tarasky, Sr., Logan,
Angela Hurt, LeeEtta, Chuck, Christie, Malachi, Frank & Deb 
Plazza, Rob & family, Mary, Artie, Loretta & Alan Ambrosa, Betty 
Mencer, Bridget Nitkiewicz, Dorothy Nitkiewicz, Ginny Grenda, 
Ray G., James P., R.J., Aggie Farcosky, Judy F., Mike M., Mary Lou 
L., Dolores O’Brocto, Agnes Rerko, Chrissy Lejeune, John 
DiPasquale, Bertie Zaucha, Anita F., Christina T., Rosemary
Carolen, Margie D., Linda Goodlin, Billy C., Judy K., Valerie
Thomas, Mike H.

Please pray for our recently 
deceased. Eternal rest grant unto 

them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 
shine upon them. May they rest in 

peace.  Amen.

Join us every Wednesday to pray the rosary for 
peace: 11:30 a.m. at Visitation.

Please pray for those actively
serving in our armed forces: 

Captain Jonathan Lang, USMC
Stephen Shallenberger
Jacob & Alex Shafley
Drew Sheldon
James Dzurica
Jared Yester

May God guide & protect them always.

OUR PRAYER LIST:

CHOICES MAKE US WHAT WE ARE!  With Advent, 
we begin a new year in the Lord.  Our rebirth in 
Christ is at hand.  We are being urged by St. Paul “to 
make still greater progress”.  Christ calls us to “stand 
up straight and raise your heads...to stand secure.” 
We have choices to make!  We can glide through life 
with our talents shared and growing.  We cannot not 
decide!  

Question: Do we come to church or are we the 
Church?
Question: Do we rest on our faith for ourselves or do 
we go through the growing pains of being the
faithful?
Question: Do we do for others only what pleases and 
satisfies or do we offer ourselves without expecting 
satisfaction, even thanks?
Question: Do we pray for another or do we pray to 
be the answer to another’s prayer?

Advent is a call to rebirth, to get up and grow, to 
cease watching and to begin committing.  We are 
what we choose.  The choice is yours and mine to 
make now.  We can no longer deny the call of our 
conscience: His Call.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



VISITATIONST. PIUS X

Weekly Offering– November 17, 2024
Visitation Parish
Weekly……...……………………………………….$3,754
Capital Improvements...……………………………...$20
Growing………………………………………………..$56
All Souls...………………………………………………$20
All Saints………………………………………………..$25
Diocesan Poverty Relief……………………………..$571
Christmas………………………………………………$25
Immaculate Conception……………………………..$25
Thanksgiving………………………………………….$225
Online giving…………………………………………$125
Total envelopes: -

St. Pius X Parish
Weekly…………….………………………………...$5,088
Capital Improvements………………………………...$25
All Souls………………………………………………...$50
All Saints………………………………………………..$12
Diocesan Poverty Relief……………………………..$712
Retired Religious………………………………………$55
Christmas………………………………………………...$4
Solemnity of Mary……………………………………….$4
World Mission…………………………………………...$5
Thanksgiving Blessings……………………………….$70
Online giving…………………………………………$340
Total envelopes: 221

Thank you for your generosity!

Beginning December 3, you may call the office at
724-547-1911 & speak to Erin to reserve your

Christmas devotional candles. $10 per candle...first-
come, first-served...will be placed in both churches 

until we run out of room!  Payment can be brought to 
the office or put in the  collection basket.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



I also ask you to take time amidst everything to plan on attending a
Christmas Mass here at your parish.  We believe with the various times you will 

be able to plan on attending one of our parishes’ Christmas Liturgies, as we
celebrate this Holy Day together.  I share the Christmas Mass schedule with you 

this week, so that you may prepare your personal schedule.  ~Fr. Paul

CHRISTMAS EVE & CHRISTMAS DAY
4:00 p.m. St. Pius X
6:00 p.m. Visitation

12:00 a.m. (midnight) Visitation
10:30 a.m. St. Pius X

Thanks to all who helped prepare, set up, work, baked 
or attended our spaghetti dinner.  We served 193

dinners.  Congratulations to T. Toczek, who won the 
50/50 (orange ticket #338663).  We

appreciate all of you for your generosity!

The Visitation Christian 

Mothers are planning their 

Christmas celebration at the 

Aaron’s Building, 139

Pittsburgh Street,

Connellsville, PA.  The

venue will be fully decorated for the holidays, and I 

believe all will be pleased.  The date of the

celebration is December 19.  The arrival time is 

6:00 p.m.  The cost of the members’ dinner is 

$15.00, which can be paid upon arrival.  Please 

contact Theresa Toczek (724-547-2565), or

Philomena Polanovsky (724-547-8668), if planning 

to attend by December 11th.  Thanks, Jan.

MIDNIGHT MASS MUSIC
Our adult choir will be singing Christmas music 30 
minutes prior to the start of the midnight Mass at 

Visitation.  Please make plans to arrive early to 
spend time with God and to listen to the beautiful 

music!

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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